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Everyone’s pulling out all the stops to save                 fuel costs

By Tracy Powell

After the U.S. Energy Information
Administration released its outlook 
for April through September 2008, 
EIA Administrator Guy Caruso said
that summer prices of diesel should
average $3.73 cents per gallon na-
tionwide, or 87 cents per gallon 
more than last year. And if slacken-
ed demand for tows due to less driv-
ing and better-made cars is coupled
with prices skyrocketing even beyond
these predictions, you have a perfect
storm: Less business on one hand,
much higher fuel operating costs on
the other. 

But the battle can be won if fought
wisely. The first step is to acknowl-
edge these risks to one’s business and
recognize the need for immediate
action in order to manage risk effec-
tively. A recent survey by commercial
auto insurer Progressive found that 69
percent of truckers say fuel costs are
the business expense of most concern.
To offset these costs, according to the
survey, truckers have tried: 

• Downsizing staff (16 percent)
• Lengthening their workdays (12 

percent)
• Taking fewer vacation days (8 

percent)
For towing companies, many are

tacking on fuel surcharges to help 
alleviate the brunt of the costs. Darr-
ell Summers, owner of Summers
Towing in Morgantown, WV, said that
most customers are accepting this
because they’re having the same
problem. “Even for individual cus-
tomers, they understand it because
everything has just gone up so much.
They are seeing it at the grocery store

and  they’re paying the pizza guy an
extra buck for delivery. We really don’t
have a lot of complaints.”

Slow To Change

But for regions without the ability
to raise rates, such as in areas of

Texas, the surcharge option is a 
matter of changing regulations, which
can be numbingly slow. Jeanette Rash
of the Texas Towing and Storage
Association is the owner of two tow-
ing companies, with 10 trucks in one
and five in the other, all light duty,
including some rollbacks. Rash
noted that she is “seriously con-
cerned about the situation, there’s 
no question. I’m afraid we’re going to
lose some good towers, because it’s
hard to get a political subdivision to
recognize how quickly that the fuel
spiked, and a lot of us did not have 
a fuel surcharge in the regulation
that regulates the non-consent rate.
The city of Houston is in the middle of
a rate study, which means we won’t
see any change in the regulation for 
a month. In the meantime, I’m wor-
ried about those who haven’t saved 
up or aren’t able to maintain their
business, particularly if their business
is based on non-consent tows.” 

See DIESEL DAMAGE CONTROL, page 5

Darrell Summers

Diesel Damage Control

Problems At The PumpProblems At The PumpProblems At The Pump

Diesel Damage CDiesel Damage ControlntrolDiesel Damage Control

Problems At The Pump
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2008 F-750

XLT, 325 hp

Cummins,

Allison 3000 

6-spd auto.,

Michelin Tires,

6.17axle, 33k

gvwr, 12k front axle, 31k r-springs, air brakes, engine

exhaust brake w/ Chevron 1016 wrecker, 136ca, dual 15k

winches, 93” telescopic boom, 2 setsframe forks, 5th wheel,

many more options. $109,500. Stock #8V649459

2008 F-650 XLT reg cab, Red, pw PDL tilt/cruise, 240 hp
Cummins, Allison 2200 auto, Michelin tires, simulators w/
Chevron 21-1/2 Red steel bed w/re-movable rails, 1 49”
Chevron alum tool box, chains, straps, DOT kit, Federal
light bar, work lights, towlights, 98” wide 8” o.c. $59,500.
Stock #8V659610

2008 Dodge 5500 reg cab XLT, 6.7 liter Cummins
engine, Aisin 6-spd auto. transmission, p/w, p/l, tilt,
cruise, with a Chevron 19’ alum. roll back, 2 36”
Chevron alum tool boxes. Call for more specs and
pricing. $56,500.

2008 Peterbilt 335, 300 hp Paccar engine, Allison auto.,

power package, air brakes, air ride, air seat, alum. wheels,

chrome pkg, 21’ Chevron, red bed, alum blade removable

rails and two 49” Chevron boxes. Call for more specs.

$70,900.

2008 Ford  F-450

reg cab XLT 6.4

diesel, black, 

5-spd auto trans.,

limited slip rear

axle,16000 gvw,

Chevron 408

Renegade single

line wrecker with auto grip wheel-lift, in cab controls,

Federal LED light. $63,900.

2008 Hino

258LP,

220hp,

Allison 2200

auto, 26,000

gvwr, chrome

grille, pw,

pdl, tilt tele-

scoping steering wheel, am/fm/cd w/a 21-1/2’

Chevron Series 10 steel rollback w/ removable rail,

49” Chevron alum. toolbox, wheel lift, 

simulators,  light bar, tow lights, chain package,

DOT kit, 4 work lights. $63,900.

2008 Dodge

4500 reg cab

SLT, Gray, 6.7L

Cummins diesel,

Aisin 6-spd auto.,

pw, pdl, tilt/

cruise, anti spin

axle, sliding rear

window, security alarm, 220 amp alt w/ Renagade 408T

wrecker, twin line winches, 9,000lb extboom, 4,000lb 

auto grip wheel lift, in cab remote controls, chains, straps,

work lights, tow lights, 24” tunnel tool box, Federal LED Jet

12 head light bar. $59,900.

2008 Ford F-650

reg cab XLT.

Yellow, Cummins

240 hp, Allison

2200 auto., 26k

gvw, 40/20/40

prem. seats,

am/fm/cd, p/w,

p/l, til, cruise, Michelin tires, Chevron series 10 - 21-1/2

steel rollback, removable rails, 8” O/ center cross mem-

bers, 8,000 lb winch, 3,000 lb wheel-lift, chains & straps,

tow lights, four spot lights, DOT kit, Federal light, sims, 49”

Chevron alum tool box. $59,500.

2008 Dodge

4500 reg cab,

SLT, White,

6.7L Cummins

diesel, Aisin 6-

spd auto., pw,

pdl, tilt/cruise,

anti spin axle,

sliding rear window, security alarm, 220 amp alt w/

Chevron 401 Outlaw wrecker, integrated 8 ton

boom, 8,000 lb winch, modular composite body,

4,000 lb wheel lift, 2 side entry tool boxes, Federal

LED jet 12 head light bar. $52,500. Stock

#8G122768

2008 Ford F-650
Supercab XLT,
Cummins 240hp,
Allison 2200 auto
trans., 26k gvw
40/20/40 premi-
um seats, am/fm/cd radio, p/w, p/l, tilt/cruise, Michelin
tires,Chevron series 10- 21 1/2 steel rollback, removable
rails, 8" O/ center cross members, 8000 lb winch, 3000lb
wheel lift, chains & straps, tow lights, four spotlights, dot
kit, Federal light, sims, 49" Chevron toolbox. $61,500.
Stock #8V644385

2008 Dodge 4500 reg cab

SLT, red, 6.7 Cummins

diesel 6-spd auto, p/w, p/l,

tilt/cruise, prem 40/20/40

cloth seats, 220 amp alt.,

sec. alarm, 5 yr 100k mile

engine warranty, 3yr 180k mile trans. warranty, with a

Chevron 401 Outlaw wrecker, composite sides, integrated

boom & wheel lift, in cab remote, self centering crossbar,

8000 lb variable speed winch. $52,500.

2008 Dodge 4500
SLT reg cab, 6.7
Cummins diesel, 6-
spd auto., p/w,p/l,
tilt/cruise, pre-mium
40/20/40 cloth seats,
anti-spin axle, 2200
amp alt., security alarm, 5 yr 100k mile engine warran-
ty, 3yr 180k trans. warranty, with Chevron 408t
Renegade twin line wrecker, two 8,000lb winches, in
cab controls, 24” tunnel box, 9,000 lbext boom, Federal
head LED light. $59,900. Stock#8G122781
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T&R Footnotes invites and encour-
ages readers to submit letters on any
topic by email to the editor at bcan
dler@traderonline.com or by snail 
mail to Bill Candler, Towing & Recov-
ery Footnotes, Dominion Enterprises,
150 Granby Street, Norfolk VA 23510.
Publication and editing of letters will 
be in the editor’s sole discretion.

To the Editor:
I have been in the towing and recov-

ery business for over 30 years. I have
seen AAA use small businesses until
they are broke and out of business. I
know the power of print — please help
all the towers out there by revealing
how unfair they are by paying us 
substandard rates and not caring
about anything but their bottom line.
Thank you.

Central St. Garage
Foxboro, MA

To the Editor:
I have been reading Towing and

Recovery Footnotes for many years
with much enjoyment. I always look
forward to receiving it. 

In your April 2008 issue on the 
front page, I was reading the article
“Truckers on Towers” and when W.J.
“Andy” Andrews was telling about 
his experiences with towers, he re-
called that his most memorable expe-
rience was an operator in North
Carolina who used a World War II sur-
plus tow truck. 

I am from North Carolina and I
operate a 1943 Sterling heavy-duty
World War II surplus tow truck. I
recover overturned tractor trailers,
loaded or empty; deck and undeck
tractors piggyback that come and go
from other states. I have pulled out
eight airplanes and put them back on
runways. I’ve pulled out buried track

hoes and just about anything you can
think of. 

I am writing a book about my 59
years experience telling how I have
dealt with sidewalk superinten-
dents, patrolmen and many, many
other experiences. 

I retired in November, 2007 at the
age of 74 1/2 years old. The hardest
thing for me will be to part with my
wrecker, since it has been in my fam-
ily since 1947.

Robert Stuart
Stuart Wrecker Service, Inc. 

To the Editor:
Keep up the good work. I enjoy

everything you put into your paper. 
It stays up to date and full of informa-
tion. Also thank you for now having 
it all in one piece. It is now easier to
keep track of. Once again, thank you
for your time and concerns for the
towing world. We’re pulling for you.

David S. George
Davisboro, GA

To the Editor:
I was sitting back reading all my

towing magazines and Footnotes
today and saw in American Towman 
a rate survey with some current hook-
up rates and prices. In some places,
they are up to fair market values of 
$85 to $150. Again and again I shook
my head, thinking: How can you
make a living with anything below
that, like what the auto clubs pay us?

People say we need this training or
that training, and don't get me wrong,
training is good but it costs, and then
there’s the cost of new and used trucks
and high maintenance, insurance, and
fuel costs. And yet a large number of 
us are still doing the same thing we

TOW LINES

Letters to the editor
from our readers

always have done and take an “Oh,
well” attitude about pricing. 

The other day I went to pick up a 
car from a well-known towing shop
and when I got there, I had to cringe.
There in the yard was a large fleet 
of tow trucks sitting idle. I could not
fathom the cost of that. 

One of their trucks was a flatbed
that had been torn apart on I-84 by 
a tractor trailer that hit it. In some
ways, I wished that had happened 
to me so I could get a new truck or 
a new bed. Even a new bed costs
$8,000.

I know for a lot of tow shops, things
are slow, but I feel like I can make 
it through the summer, and I hope 
this winter things will pick up again
like they did last year. 

But I hear everywhere that the cost
of all basic things is up, not just fuel.
Even the cost of my son’s school field
trips is up. Yet we towers will spend
thousands for a new truck and then
charge…what? Not nearly enough.

Well, I’ve had enough. We need to
bury the competitive hatchet, get
together on this, and start rallying 
the troops! 

We should start by going after the
auto repair shops and used car and
new car dealers. Our industry bottom
line to these shops and dealers should
be this: “Here’s what we charge. You
want to mark it up, fine – you deal with
the owner of the car, but this is what
we charge. Pay it or get your own
truck.” And that goes for the re-tows
that result when the shop did not fix
the car the first time. We will give you
good service but pay us for our time
and what we are worth. 

And one last thing: I work a few
companies in the area and find that
the price shoppers are a pain in the ass
as well. But if one of us gets a call and
says the tow charge is this, and the
price shopper calls another guy who
says the price is that, then as long as
our two prices are realistic and yet
close, then we are competing fairly 
but can still make a living. 

Have you noticed that people will
pay the car repair guy whatever he
charges, but when it come to paying
for tows…Oh, boy!

Tommy Masch
Momma’s Towing
Wappinger Falls, NY
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PPP & The DOT
Consider this pricing option 

in dealing with officials
By Norman Horton

I recently spoke to a group of towers,
DOT officials, and assorted digni-
taries at the TRAA Legislative Con-
ference about Price Per Pound (PPP).
In talking to some of the DOT officials,
it looks like some of the blinders are
coming off and there’s better recep-
tion now to PPP than there has been 
in years past.

I found it interesting that Florida
isn’t the only state that’s now using
public money to pay bonuses to tow-
ers to clear the road quickly. My view 
all along has been that a good profit
tends to take care of a lot of issues. 

If an employee doesn’t feel like he’s
getting paid enough, you can watch
him drag his feet — it’s called pas-
sive resistance. Even worse is when 
the employee takes the next step and
throws sand in the gears simply
because he doesn’t feel he’s being 
paid what he’s worth.

We as owners and operators are 
not any different. If we’ve spent big
money on rotators, training, and the
equipment needed to clear the road
quickly, but the mandated prices to
clear the road quickly don’t come
close to covering our costs let alone 
a profit, it’s small wonder that many
are “circling the wagons” — a term I
use for the practice of bringing out
every employee and piece of equip-
ment you’ve got to run the bill up. 

No Understanding

At the end of the day neither the 
customer, nor law enforcement, nor
the DOT has been beat with a stupid
stick, at least in regards to recogniz-
ing how you are trying to beat their
system. Where they have missed the
point is how they expect you to work
for a low fee when they don’t even
understand our cost of doing busi-
ness.

While our customers may not be
stupid, they don’t realize that govern-
ment agencies really don’t under-
stand the concept of free enterprise.
The bureaucrats think they know 
better than towers what we should
charge, and then tell us how to do
our job, i.e. clear the road quickly. 

Many government agencies have
refused to let towers use PPP, a system
that rewards speed, competence, and
good equipment. In their wisdom 
they found that force-feeding a pau-
per’s price point (their version of PPP)
does not work, so they pay an incen-
tive bonus with taxpayers’ money.

The problem with that is that you
have many taxpayers paying for the
accidents of a few. Not only is that 
not right and not fair, it is just plain
stupid when a simple, fair, profit-
motivated system would solve this
issue without using taxpayer dollars.
When the trucking companies have
rollovers, they’re the one who should
be paying that bill, not Joe Six-Pack.

Methods Can Vary

PPP is not for every single applica-
tion that’s out there. Sometimes you
do need to charge by the hour or
another method. For determining
whether charging by the pound is
appropriate, there’s a two-part test
that needs to be used and both parts
have to apply.

• Part 1: If the vehicle is drivable 
when you finish the recovery 

• Part 2: And if safety or insurance is
not involved, it is not a PPP issue.  

Price per pound is for major recover-
ies. It’s a means of flat-rating the job 
for the benefit of the tower and 
the customer.  

If you get the job done quickly with
less equipment, you get paid more 
for your time and effort because 
you’re good but the customer does 
not pay less because of it. If you’re
slower and don’t have the equipment
or circumstances to get the job done
quickly, then the extra expense
comes out of your profit, your bottom
line, and the customer does not pay
more because of your lack of skill
and/or equipment.  

The better you get, the more equip-
ment you buy, the better you get paid.
The worse you are, the longer it takes
you to get the job done and the more
you’ll have tied up in the job. The price
to the customer is the same either way.

Keep It Simple

The PPP system is simple and was
designed to be simple. That in itself
has created a problem because some
people want to make it more compli-
cated than it is. It’s a situation where
the KISS (Keep It Simple, Stupid) prin-
ciple should work very well.  

So if you’re in a state were they don’t
want you to use PPP but you do,
maybe you need to sit down and
explain it to them. If you’d rather
have someone else explain it, give me
a call and we can make arrangements
to present the pricing system to the
powers that be. 

With the cost of fuel and the price of
new equipment being what they are,
recoveries are the one bright area

where some money can be made if 
we are allowed to charge accordingly
— not by ripping someone off, but
charging according to the job itself.  

The views expressed in this column
each month are the opinion of the
author alone and do not necessarily
represent the editorial position of this
publication. V

Fun With
Puns I

• I wondered why the baseball was 
getting bigger. Then it hit me.

• Police were called to a day care 
where a three-year-old was resist-
ing a rest

• Did you hear about the guy whose 
whole left side was cut off? He's all 
right now.

• The roundest knight at King 
Arthur's Round Table was Sir 
Cumference

• The butcher backed up into the 
meat grinder and got a little behind 
in his work

• To write with a broken pencil is 
pointless

• When fish are in schools, they 
sometimes take debate

• The short fortune teller who 
escaped from prison was a small 
medium at large

• A thief who stole a calendar got 12 
months

• A thief fell and broke his leg in wet 
cement. He became a hardened 
criminal.

• When the smog lifts in Los 
Angeles, U.C.L.A.

• The dead batteries were given out 
free of charge.

• A dentist and a manicurist fought 
tooth and nail.

• A bicycle can't stand alone; it is 
two tired.

• A will is a dead giveaway
• Time flies like an arrow, fruit flies 

like a banana
• A backward poet writes inverse
• In a democracy it's your vote that 

counts; in feudalism, it's your 
Count that votes.

Shop for Parts & Accessories ONLINE
www.truckcountrystore.com

GET THE BEST!

NEW and USED TOW TRUCKS • PARTS • SERVICE 

Dayton Fahning 641-330-2149
Randy Swanson 309-507-1525

Ric Nissen 515-408-0338

See our Complete Inventory Online!
www.truckcountry.com

•Quality • Price
•Service • Selection

290470-2008 Ford F-550 - Jerr-
Dan HPL 60, Alum. Light 

Pylon, J Chains/Wheel 
Straps, 12 Ton Boom, 
Dual 10K lb Winches, 

Tow Sling, 4K lb. 
Standard L Arms

272882 - 2007 Sterling 
Acterra, Jerr-Dan HPL60 12 

Ton Hydraulic Wrecker, Used 
at the Iowa Speedway 108” 

CA, 6K lb. Wheel Lift w/Forks 
and Scoop L-Arms. Many 

racetrack extras!

101225-2006 Sterling 
Acterra Jerr-Dan 21’ 

Aluminum NGAF, Auto., Air 
Brakes, 22.5s, SS Simulators, 

Jetstream Beacon.

278867 - 2007 Chevy K3500HD 
Jerr-Dan HPL-35 808 9 Ton Boom, 
Ramsey 8000 lb., Single Winch, 
T37 Pivot Wheel Grids 
3500 lb.

295843-New 2008 Ford F-650 Jerr-Dan 21’ 
Aluminum Removeable Rail, SRS10 Side 
Recovery System, 8000 lb Worm Gear Winch, 
3500 lb. Wheel Lift.

290913 - 2007 GMC C5500, 21’ Jerr-Dan 
Alum. Removeable Rail, 3500 lb. Wheel Lift, 
10K lb. Deck, 8K lb. Worm Gear Winch.

278939- 2008 Sterling Bullet Jerr-Dan 40 
MPL Wrecker Dual Line Tow Sling, 8K lb. 
Dual Work Gear Winches, 8 Ton Integrated 
Boom-64” Reach.

289368 - 2009 Western Star 4964SA, 
35 Ton Jerr-Dan Wrecker, Detroit Cruise 
Power 515 HP, 18 Speed, Air Ride, Alum. 
Wheels, Call for more information!
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So wide and deep is the resulting
slump for towers that some routine
changes to meet the challenge have
had nearly negligible results, such 
as in the case of price points of fuel 
surcharges. Towers who add a fuel 
surcharge usually base the surcharge
on an index – the higher the price 
of fuel, the higher the surcharge.
These diesel fuel adjustments are 
built into haul rates, which works well
when prices are somewhat steady. 
But the latest fuel price rise is so
steep that the lagged surcharge ad-
justment is creating cash issues, par-
ticularly for those haulers covering 
the longest distances. 

Mitigating the swelling fuel price 
situation has many clamoring for

increased GVWs for haulers. Al-
though the efforts of state associa-
tions lobbying for higher weight lim-

its on state and county roads is noth-
ing new, it has taken a more in-
tense tone. Rumors of an independ-
ent-operator nationwide truck strike,
while relatively commonplace, have
generated more talk than usual. An
April 1 nationwide trucking boycott –
practiced by some but not all truck-
ers – resulted in diesel prices dipping
from $4.09 to $3.85. But within a
week, they were up to more than $4 a
gallon in some regions.

Making Adjustments

Some are taking steps now with an
eye to the future, implementing ener-
gy-efficient methods. Policing a max-
imum idling period is one way to cut
fuel consumption, and it seems logi-
cal, given the U.S. Department of
Energy’s estimate that trucks use 10
percent of diesel fuel a year idling –
with a cost of nearly $10 billion annu-
ally. Technologies also can be utilized,
such as speed limiters, which can save
up to $8,000 annually on a big rig.

There are also stories of operators
installing on-site fuel stations, com-
monly through a co-op. This cuts out
much of the fuel cost associated with
transportation to and from gas sta-
tions or other off-site facilities. 

Some contractors are now looking
into whether their drivers are follow-
ing the most efficient routes. If drivers
are not very familiar with an area,
they may make a round trip that is 20
miles longer than needed. For this,
GPS units on trucks are helping.

Summers is trying to limit his com-

pany’s “dead runs.” For customers who
need cars transported from one place
to another, Summers’ trucks are not
rushing out right away and doing 
the job if the customer is not in a 
big hurry. 

“Say you’ve got a truck sitting in your
shop that needs to go to Cummins 
or Caterpillar,” said Summers, “and
they can’t work on it for two days. We’re
putting together lists of where these
trucks are, so when we get a call that 
is in a hurry, hopefully it’s one that is 
in the same direction and we can 
do both. 

“We all have in our mindset that
when the customer calls, we need to
jump and go right away. So you have 
to have your dispatchers decide
whether it’s an emergency call or a 
call that can be done at a later time. 
If someone calls at six tonight and
wants to go to a dealership, if that

dealership isn’t open, you may have 12
hours to get that job done. If you’re
dead-heading it from one place to 
the other, that’s the time to pick up 
that vehicle.”

This approach has been going over
pretty well for Summers, because
“people don’t want their vehicle sitting
at a dealership without actually hand-
ing their keys to a service person.” 

Fuel Efficiency

Others are converting to biodiesel,
or even making it themselves. Prom-
pted by the rising fuel costs and envi-
ronmental concerns, Terrel Trumble,
owner of Terrel’s Body Shop & Wreck-
er Service in Waldron, Arkansas, re-
cently decided to give biofuel produc-
tion a shot for a new side business, a
passenger service that uses two buses 

Diesel Damage Control
continued from page 1

“Summers 
is limiting 

his company’s
dead runs”

Fast Tow’s Jeanette Rash

See DIESEL DAMAGE CONTROL, page 6

“True Tilt”
Patents & patents pending

This NEW model has:
• The most tilt
• The longest 3 stage boom
• The shortest boom
• The highest total lift
• The lowest scoop
• The highest lift ratings
• The most stability

Of ANY add on lift!

For more information:
Call 1-800-624-2892

Wireless
Control

“We’ve got it all!”
-Roger Kooima

Look “No Hoses”

“True” Tilt – No backward
movement when tilting.

New Hydraulics:
Double-Speed

New Parking
Stand

www.triplekindustries.com
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Summers brings ‘er up

– both biodiesel powered – to transport
workers from the small community 
to their jobs (see following story) for 
$10 for a round-trip ticket. The serv-
ice has continued to grow in popular-
ity. What’s more, Trumble makes his
own fuel, which amounts to about 50
percent of his current needs.

Truck manufacturers are doing their
part to help. For one, Navistar’s new
MaxxForce diesel engines are seven
percent more fuel-efficient and in-
clude a fuel efficiency guarantee. If
customers don’t experience at least 
a seven-percent improvement in fuel
economy over their previous engines,
they are eligible to be refunded the 
difference, up to $1,000. 

Truckers and towers say that other
solutions include placing caps on
diesel prices and giving companies 
tax credits. Other options being
looked at by some municipalities in-
clude bulk fuel buying and the possi-
bility of temporarily suspending fuel
taxes and some hauling regulations.

The Near Future

As for seeing any light at the end of 
the tunnel, Summers believes many
people are waiting to see how the 
presidential election turns out. “They
think we have a savior somewhere,
but I don’t know who that would be.
We look at our big trucks getting four

to five miles to the gallon and think-
ing that every 60 miles we drive that
thing, it’s burning through $70 worth
of diesel.”

Summers spoke with another indus-
try vet recently who had purchased
some 5,500-gallon-capacity gasoline-
powered trucks. Summers, who has
one gasoline-engine truck out of a 
fleet of 18, wishes – at the moment
anyway – that he had more. “All the
little trucks get 10 to 12 miles to the 
gallon, whether that’s gas or diesel. 
If you can save 70 cents a gallon…well,
just do the math. And it’s not only 
the fuel, it’s the oil changes. A diesel
takes 14 quarts of oil, whereas a gas
truck takes five or six. When you 
start adding your regular services, it
makes a big difference.”

As for Rash and most – if not all 
– towers who are under the thumb 
of non-consent towing regulation, the
strategy is to lobby to raise rates or 
to suspend the inability to tack on sur-
charges. 

“We’re watching it very carefully to
see what the city does on this rate
increase,” Rash said. “Ninety percent 
of our business is non-consent tows
that are regulated. It’s not like we 
can raise the rates if we wanted. A 
lot of the smaller communities
around Texas haven’t had regulation
other than non-consent tows for a
long time, and they’re being hit big
time, having to go back to the govern-
ment and ask for some relief. And as
you know, government’s slow. At a
time like this, it’s painfully slow.”

Fuel Giveaway

Diesel Damage Control
continued from page 5

To relieve some of the stress associated
with skyrocketing fuel costs, Progressive, 
a commercial auto insurer, is giving away
more than $150,000 in free fuel with the
“Progressive Pumps Up the Savings Free
Fuel Giveaway,” including three $25,000
grand prizes.

There are two ways to win:
• In person: Progressive will give away

thousands of $25 fuel cards at commercial
truck and auto trade shows throughout 
the year, including the America Towman
Exposition. For a list of shows, visit www.
progressivecommercial.com

• Online: Small business owners and
truckers can register at www.progressive
commercial.com to win one of the three
$25,000 grand prizes. In addition, two
$50 fuel cards will be awarded daily
throughout 2008. Visitors can enter daily 
for the $25,000 grand prizes and the $50
fuel cards. 

“The average trucker or small business
owner can easily spend thousands of dol-
lars a year in fuel, so a $25,000 grand prize
would help with a giant business expense,”
said Tom Corpus of Progressive’s commer-
cial lines group. “Even $25 can help with
that next fill-up.”

V

WE FINANCE TRUCKS
At Paramount Financial we are the automotive towing equipment specialists.

With flexible terms and great rates we do it all – buy or lease, used or new,
light-duty to heavy towing equipment, private and dealer financing.

From your first truck to a fleet

CALL PARAMOUNT

We’re with you for the long haul!

1-877-394-5808
info@goparamount.com  |  www.goparamount.com 

PO Box 426 New Hampton, IA 50659
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Diesel Damage Control

Problems At The PumpProblems At The PumpProblems At The Pump
Brewing Up Business

Terrel’s cooks its own biodiesel to beat fuel prices

By Jennifer C. O'Donnell

Newspaper headlines across the
country tell the story of employ-
ment problems, skyrocketing gaso-
line prices, and mounting environ-
mental challenges. But legislators
looking for solutions to our environ-
mental woes could learn a thing or 
two from Terrel Trumble, owner of
Terrel's Body Shop & Wrecker Service
in Waldron, Arkansas.

Trumble and his brother John re-
cently plunked down $50,000 to 
start an ancilliary business, Go To
Transportation. With their initial in-
vestment, the businessmen pur-
chased two used passenger buses and
some additional equipment. The goal:
to ferry passengers from the town of
Waldron to other localities in Arkansas,
primarily the neighboring communi-
ties of Fort Smith and Danville. 

The logo of Go To Transportation is
none other than Pegasus, the winged
horse of Greek mythology. In this in-
stance, Trumble's mascot isn't taking
on Amazon adversaries but rather
unemployment and rising fuel costs.

Trumble says his motivation for
starting the passenger bus service
was pure economics. The bus service 
is Trumble's way of helping his
neighbors and fellow residents find
better jobs or keep the ones they
already have.

"This is a poor community and there
are more jobs and better jobs in other
areas," he said. "With the price of gas
going up, it makes it hard for people 
to commute to their jobs. Even if
they have the money for gas, they
don't always have a decent car to get
around in."

Busing To Work

Waldron is a small town of about
4,000 people located in Scott County,
Arkansas, about 90 miles west of
Little Rock. Poultry plants make up
the bulk of Waldron's industry and 
the pay is notoriously low. The medi-

an household income of Waldron res-
idents is about $26,412 per year. About
18 percent of the population lives
below the poverty line.

Trumble started the passenger serv-
ice in early February of this year. 
On a typical day the bus transports
about 50 passengers to and from
work and covers a 100-mile radius.
Workers make stops for a variety of
jobs, including manufacturing for
companies such as Whirlpool and
Tyson foods. 

The passengers pay $10 for a
roundtrip ticket. While being shut-
tled to and from work, some passen-
gers take the opportunity to catch a
quick nap, others read or chat with fel-
low riders.

Trumble sees his business growing,
especially if gas prices continue to
climb. "I think they're probably going
to get worse," he said.

Trumble also sees a third passenger
bus in his future. He added that an
employment agency in a nearby com-
munity approached him recently
about the possibility of ferrying
workers to their agency for job place-
ment. The businessman is excited
about the possibility of helping even
more neighbors find permanent work.

Home Brew

Trumble’s bus service isn’t the 
only enterprise he’s tackled recently.
Prompted by rising gas prices and

environmental concerns, Trumble
recently decided to try his hand at
making his own diesel fuel.

"I’ve been looking at doing this 
for a long time,” said Trumble, who
added that the launch of his bus serv-
ice prompted him to take the idea
and make it happen. 

Wanting to keep operating costs to a
minimum, Trumble bought a biodiesel
kit from a company called Fuel Meister
(www.fuelmeister.com) and installed 
it in one of the bays of his shop. 

The experiment worked and today
the two buses in service at Go To
Transportation are fueled primarily by
the biodiesel Trumble and his brother
John make themselves. 

At this point, the two brothers are
the only ones allowed to mix the fuel,
said Trumble. “It’s not complicated,
but I’d have to train one of my work-
ers on the machine and I’m not ready
to do that.”

The Biorecipe

John Trumble, who lives in Chicago,
flies home to Arkansas frequently to
help his brother mix up the biodiesel
concoction. Some say the machine
resembles a still, but Trumble doesn't
worry much about getting ques-
tioned by local law enforcement – he
has the towing and recovery contract
with area police departments. 

The kit Trumble purchased is fairly
compact, with a footprint of about 
30 inches by 30 inches. It resembles 
a hot water heater, with a few addi-
tional tubes and buttons attached. The
process for making the biodiesel isn’t
as complicated as one might think.
The Trumbles can mix up about 40 gal-
lons in just under six hours. 

The recipe for Trumble’s biofuel
goes something like this: take 40 gal-
lons of vegetable oil, add 10 gallons 
of methanol, a bit of tap water and 
lye (the amount will depend on the
consistency of the vegetable oil). Plug
the machine into an electrical outlet,
keep an eye on it, push a few buttons
and the result is fuel strong enough to
power a 1964 passenger bus.

The key to converting vegetable oil
to fuel, said Trumble, is to make sure
the vegetable oil is free from any ani-
mal fat. Because the vegetable oil
base the Trumbles use has to be 
fairly clean, they're a bit picky about
the oil they use.  Trumble purchases
most of the vegetable oil from select
area restaurants paying 35 cents per
gallon. A few environmentally con-
cerned individuals donate their used
oil as well.

The benefits that come from making
the fuel are two-fold, said Trumble.
“Vegetable oil is very non-toxic,” he
said, “and it’s very, very cost feasible.”
The Trumbles say it costs them about
$1.65 per gallon to produce their bio-
fuel, saving nearly two dollars a gallon 
by brewing their own.

Odor Issue

Another benefit Trumble didn't
mention is that their fuel-making 
operation prevents area restaurants
from dumping their used oil into 
local sewers.

Trumble is proud of his home-
brewed fuel and the words "Bio-diesel
Powered" are displayed on his two
commuter buses. 

Still, there is a downside to brewing

“They're 
a bit picky 
about the 

oil they use”

Terrel Trumble with his biodiesel kit

The bus that turned green See BREBREWING UP BWING UP BUSINESSUSINESS , page 10
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SHORT HAULS

Industry people,
news, shows, awards,

and more
By Cyndi Kight

Email your company press releases,
news items, and other information to
the editor at bcandler@traderonline.
com with any available photos and art.

What A Blast! A semi loaded with
8,500 pounds of dynamite and 26,000
pounds of blasting agent failed to
negotiate a ramp in Terre Haute, IN
and almost rolled over. Luckily, a one-
foot diameter sycamore tree kept it
mostly upright.

From the story in the Terre Haute
News: “‘It made us all a little nervous,’
said Brian Langer of Peffley and
Hinshaw Wrecker Service of Terre
Haute, which pulled the semi, with 
the explosives still on board, out of 
the thick grove of trees where it
crashed at the entrance of the rest
area. ‘All in all, [the drivers were]
lucky,’ he said.” The truck, which is
owned by an international explosives
company, was en route to a Montreal
factory from Missouri. Read the full
story at: http://www.tribstar.com/ne
ws/local_story_140234932.html. 

World Record Attempt. The NH
Towing Association's Trade & Tow
Show garnered 250 tow trucks for its
parade and Guinness Book of World
Records attempt on May 18.

From the www.seacoastonline.com
story: “According to the Guinness Book
of World Records, the largest tow truck
parade was in Wenatchee, Wash., in
2004, with a total of 83 trucks. NHTA
President Rene Fortin said his group
unofficially broke the record in 2005
with 235 trucks, but because that
parade didn't fit the Guinness Book's
requirements for a tow truck parade,
the record wasn't accepted.

“Fortin said this year he's paying
close attention to the rules and hopes
to hear from Guinness within the next
couple of months. He hopes that this
time, NHTA can break the record, but
his goal is to shed new light on the tow
truck industry. “‘People don't often like
towers, so this is our chance to show
our good side,’ said Fortin.” Read the
full story at: http://www.seacoaston
line.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/
20080519/NEWS/805190311.

Killer Faces Tears, Anger. Barry
Crawford, a former Houston, TX fire-
fighter, was convicted of murdering
wrecker driver Steven Ray Hardin in
1998. Crawford shot Hardin while
Hardin was trying to tow Crawford’s
vehicle.

During a May probation hearing,
Hardin’s angry family said that Craw-

ford has not fulfilled the bulk of the
1,000 hours of community service
given to Crawford by a jury nor have
they ever been given an apology.
Crawford is also supposed to carry
Hardin’s picture in his wallet and, five
times a year, carry a sign stating that 
he had killed a citizen in Humble (TX).

A judge reinstated 400 community
service hours and ordered Crawford to
turn over his economic stimulus check
as restitution. Read the full story at:
http://www.khou.com/news/local/sto
ries/khou080513_rm_firefighterpro
bation_.f7f19e78.html.

towPartners 
Does It Again!

Tow Tracking Tool. towPartners has
launched a motor club statistics tracking
tool that is updated constantly from
member feedback. This tool allows tow-
ing companies to see average rates, pay-
ment times and general ratings of clubs
as reported by other companies in their
area. The tool can be accessed from a
graphic on the towPartners website
home page or reached directly at http://
www.towpartners.com/motorclubsre-
sults.php. 

$400K Tow Truck Recovered. Thanks
to towPartners’ BudgetGPS system from
towXchange, the management of Walnut
Hill Wrecker of Dallas, TX was able to
notify law enforcement where to recover
the company’s 2007 Kenworth Century
XP-850 wrecker.

The $400,000 vehicle was stolen from
a parking area at a truck stop and was
taken to a home in South Dallas where it
was being stripped of parts and tools.
For more information on Budget-GPS,
visit www.budgetgps.com.

Motorcycle Towing Search Site
Launched. towPartners announced that 
it has expanded the offering of its
towSearch service by adding a motorcy-
clespecific site that uses the towPartners
database system.

This service will allow motorcyclists 
to locate service providers when they
have a roadside disablement. A mobile
version of the application simplifies the
search process for those on cell phones
and other mobile devices. Learn more at
www.motorcycleroadside.com. 

See SHORT HAULS, page 10

We Finance All Used Heavy

Trucks

CALL US TODAY AT
1-800-879-9987

WE WANT YOUR BUSINESS!

* Lease or Loan - Your Decision** 100% Financing Up to 84 months
• Longer Terms on Used Equipment
• Commercial Real Estate Loans
• Canadian Financing Available
• No Money Down Programs

• Non-Standard Situations Considered
• New & Used Trucks Financed

• Construction, Phone, Trailers, We Do It All

Check out our new Website: www.channelislandsleasing.com. You can apply
directly from this website.

FAX: 1-805-640-1070

Channel Islands
Leasing and Loan

Holmes parts Jerr-Dan parts Century parts

1-800-337-2350
Hamman Engineering

We Will Not Be Undersold!

®

®

Major Credit Cards Accepted

www.zacklifts.com

Free Shipping!
Great Prices!

Low $$ & Repo
Wheel Lifts

Parts & Accessories
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  Tennessee
 Florida

  www.crouchtowtrucks.com
 800-628-5212 

1-800-628-5212 • (615) 952-3287
P.O. Boxx 1744 •• Kingstonn Springss (Nashville), TNN 370822 Email: sales@crouchtowtrucks.com

Sales  •  Service  •  Installation  •  Accessories
Many other new and used units in stock • Large inventory of Holmes and other parts.

New Florida location will include

Sales, Service, Parts & Installation
Reach our local staff: Todd Hediger - (813) 447-9993,

Donnie Luke - (904) 608-1244, Scott Wilson - (407) 952-0167

(800) 628-5212

EXCELLENT REPO UNIT!!!  ONLY 96K
MILES, VERY CLEAN, GOOD TIRES, AND A
GREAT ALL AROUND UNIT.  COME SEE US
TODAY AND START SNATCHIN UP CARS
TONIGHT.

1997 FREIGHTLINER, N14, CUMMINS,
9-SPD, TRIPLE K FIFTH WHEEL UNIT, ONLY
$22,500

2004 FORD F550 SUPER CAB, POWER-
STROKE DIESEL, AUTO TRANS, 65K MILES,
CENTURY 19A CARRIER. THIS OWNER 
OPERATOR TRUCK IS AS NICE AS A NEW ONE!

Jimm McFarlandd -- (423)) 432-5260
Davidd Reedd -- (615)) 473-0000

2004 KENWORTH T800, CAT/475, HP, 18SP, MILLER 
ROTATOR SPECS CHASSIS, 40,000 MILES. CENTURY 10605
ROTATOR, 3 STAGE BOOM, 4 WINCHES. VERY  NICE TRUCK.
READY TO GO!

2008 PETERBILT 367, SLEEPER, HEAVY ROTATOR SPEC
CHASSIS. CENTURY 9055, 50 TON UNIT WITH 156" LOW BOY
UNDERLIFT. THIS SHOW UNIT IS BEAUTIFUL AND
READY TO GO!

VERY NICE, LOW MILEAGE UNIT.  RUNS AND DRIVES VERY
WELL READY TO MAKE SOMEONE A GREAT CARRIER.

VERY CLEAN UNIT, NEW INJECTORS, RUNS AND DRIVES VERY
WELL. WILL MAKE SOMEONE A VERY NICE 26,000 GVW 
CARRIER AT A GREAT PRICE.

1988 PETERBILT 379, CUMMINS 400, 13-SPD, AIR RIDE, 93
CENTURY 5030, ONE OWNER TRUCK. 

1988 PETERBILT 379, CUMMINS 400, 13-SPD, AIR RIDE, 97
CENTURY 5030. NEW TIRES. NICE UNIT READY TO GO TO
WORK.

1990 KENWORTH T800, CUMMINS/400HP, 13SP, APPX. 250K MILES.
BUILT NEW AS A TOW TRUCK.  CENTURY 1040, 3 STAGE 40 TON BOOM,
35K WINCHES, SDU 3 STAGE UNDERLIFT.  THIS TRUCK RUNS AND
DRIVES WELL! MORE PHOTOS ON WEBSITE. 

NEW 2007 CHEVROLET 5500 4X4, CREW CAB WITH 
CENTURY, 19.5 ALUM CARRIER. HARD LOADED AND READY
TO GO!

1988 INTERNATIONAL, FRESHLY RE-PAINTED, FITTED WITH A
1995 MODEL CENTURY FILL-716 WILL MAKE SOMEONE A
GREAT MEDIUM DUTY WRECKER WITHOUT A GREAT EXPENSE! 

FOR MORE PICTURES OF THESE UNITS OR OTHERS WE HAVE AVAILABLE PLEASE VISIT
OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.CROUCHTOWTRUCKS.COM

2006 JERR-DAN 500/280 LONG STINGER
ON A 2000 FREIGHTLINER CENTURY, 475
CUMMINS, 13-SPD, AIR-RIDE, ALUMINUM
WHEELS, IMMACULATE! CALL FOR A DEAL.
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fuel, Trumble has found. “It sort of
smells like French fries,” he said. 

Trumble says they can’t make
enough fuel themselves to completely
power their bus service, but their
efforts manage to cover about 50 per-
cent of their total fuel needs.

While Go To Tranportation has
taken off and is poised for growth,
Trumble’s body shop and towing oper-
ation is still very much the meat and
potatoes of his business.

Terrell’s Body Shop and Recovery
Service is one of only two bodywork
and towing businesses on call in
Waldron and its outlying county, Scott
County.

Trumble currently has three wreck-
ers and two rollbacks and the only
wrecker in Waldron large enough to
tow tractor trailers.

BREWING UP BUSINESS 
continued from page 7

V

Switching
Fuels

In an April 22 Santa Cruz Sentinel
story by staff writer Jondi Gumz, one
Santa Cruz, CA towing company
touts the benefits of switching sev-
eral of their trucks from diesel to
biodiesel. The change was pro-
posed by North Country Towing’s
general manager, Wes Justa, after
four months of research. Owner
Bill Scribner okayed the modifica-
tion, which cost $180 to convert the 
six trucks.

The benefits? According to the
newspaper story, “After driving
1,300 miles on biodiesel for the
past month, Justa found he's get-
ting better fuel mileage and better
horsepower without breakdowns or
fuel-filter clogging. He hopes to
shrink the company's fuel tab from
$400 to $500 every three days 
to $300.”

For Justa, that translates into 
a competitive edge for North
Country Towing over the other 24
towing companies in the area.
Down the road, Justa believes the
change to biodiesel may also save
the company money when new
emission regulations in Santa Cruz
are in place.

“When a new smog standard
takes effect in 2010, he figured the
company would have to invest in
new motors at $13,000 or new
trucks for $50,000 to $85,000. ‘By
switching now to biodiesel, we're
hoping the pollutants are low enough
that we won't have to,’ he said.”

Learn more at http://www.north
countytowing.com/

- Cyndi Kight

Update from MN. The Minnesota
Professional Towing Association
(MPTA) had concerns about Senate
File #3223, which deals with the
release of items inside of an impound-
ed vehicle without the owner having
to actually pick up the vehicle.

Jeff Schoenborn of Chief's Towing
sent this update: “More to the story.
The state did pass this bill, however,
with some changes that I think all tow-
ers can live with. Now, before some-
body can take all their property with-
out paying their bill, they must show
proof they aren’t able to pay for it.

“024.9168B.051 24.10-24.14 states
that “a registered owner who provides
documentation from a government or
nonprofit agency or legal aid office
that the registered owner is homeless,
receives relief based on need, is eligi-
ble for legal aid services, or has a
household income at or below 50 per-
cent of state median income has the
unencumbered right to retrieve any
and all contents without charge and
regardless of whether the registered
owner pays incurred charges or fees,
transfers title, or reclaims the vehicle.

“I think we can live with this. We 
do have hearts and some people fall 
on hard times and the majority of 
the people won’t fall into this catego-
ry. Great work by Virg Siewart of
Siewarts Garage, Red Wing, MN and
the rest of the MPTA, along with
those who made the effort to be
heard. Now it's time to tackle other
problems – fuel prices.” 

Learn more about the MPTA at
www.mnprotow.org. 

2008 Hall of Fame Inductees.
Congratulations to the 2008 Hall of
Fame Inductees who were nominated
by members of the International
Towing & Recovery Hall of Fame and
Museum. They are: 

• George D. Connolly, Westminster, 
Colorado

• Richard Daley, Hamilton, Ontario, 
Canada

• William G. Miller, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee

• Clarissa Powell, Winter Park,
Florida

• J. Rodney Poynter, Bellevue,
Kentucky

• James Salentine, Greenfield, WI
• Stephen B. Shinnick, Great 

Missensen, England
• Thomas A. Tedford, East Hartford, 

Connecticut
Hall of Fame members will be rec-

ognized at an induction ceremony to
be held at 6:00 p.m. on September 20
at the Chattanooga Choo Choo Hotel.

Short Hauls
continued from page 8

Hall of Fame inductee Tom Tedford

Officee

Automationn Youu

Cann Usee
“Software Made EZ” 

� Does it take too long to find a Tow Ticket? 

� Tried of Paying Employees ? 

� Is Your Fleet Costing Too Much ? 

� Do You Know What Employees Do With Your Money? 

� Fed Up with Not Knowing if You are Making Money? 

� Would You Like to Work From Home? 

� Do You Want to Rent Software or Own It? 

Optionall

� Truck Tracking – Mapping – Digital Dispatch

Call 1-800-445-2438
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A full weekend of activities will be held
to celebrate this year’s inductees. 

For more information on the induc-
tion ceremony, or to order tickets, call
Cheryl Mish at 423-267-3132. Learn
more about the ITRHFM at: www.in
ternationaltowingmuseum.org.

Hancock Settlement. A little more
than a year ago, Cardinals' pitcher
Josh Hancock ran into the back of
Jacob Hargrove's flatbed truck, killing
himself. Hargrove settled with
Hancock's insurance company, State
Farm, in May for an undisclosed
amount. Read the full story at:
http://www.stltoday.com/stltoday/sp
orts/stories.nsf/cardinals/story/98E43
534BD79FE448625743C0066DB7B?Op
enDocument. 

New JerrDan Distributor. JerrDan
Corporation, a manufacturer of tow-
ing and recovery equipment, an-
nounced the addition of Hydraulic
Shop Inc. of Bloomington, CA as a dis-
tributor in its nationwide sales and
service network. 

Killer Sentenced. Last year, tractor-
trailer driver Christopher Cottrell hit
and killed tow truck driver Aaron
Helfrich, 32, who was working on the
shoulder of the interstate. After strik-
ing Helfrich, who was killed instantly,
Cottrell did not stop. He was sen-
tenced to four years in prison after
pleading guilty as part of a plea agree-
ment. Read the full story at: http://
www.stltoday.com/stltoday/news/sto
ries.nsf/stlouiscitycounty/story/39EE
11E7745F27FE8625742F000AFEE4?Op
enDocument. 

Our Lost Men
Gregory Ronald Gerbing, a 41-year-old

CA tow truck driver, died June 13 when he
was hit while working to clear an overturned
vehicle alongside the roadway. He leaves
behind a wife and a young daughter.

Gregg Pass, a 39-year-old GA tow truck
driver, died June 7 when his wrecker went
off a highway embankment.

Mike Cunningham, a 32-year-old tow
truck driver for 64 Garage of IN, died June 
5. He was killed on the side of the road 
by the driver of a semi loaded with coal.
Cunningham leaves behind two young 
children.

Stephen Jones, Jr., owner of I Hook
Towing of FL, died May 27 when he was
thrown from his Chevrolet Silverado when 
it flipped. He leaves behind a wife and four
children.

Vincinte Torres, a 44-year-old tow truck
driver for Black Eagle Towing of FL, died
May 26. He was hit while helping a strand-
ed motorist. The driver of the vehicle that hit
Torres did not stop and police are still
searching for that person. Torres died on 
the way to the hospital. He leaves behind a
wife and two children.

Richard Kreager, founder of Kreager
Towing, Inc. of Michigan, died May 21 of
respiratory failure at age 65.

V

1628 NW 28TH STREET • MIAMI, FL 33142 • WWW.TOWX.COM

1-800-323-8324

THE WORLD’S BEST TOOLS & ACCESSORIES
INTRODUCING OUR NEW 2008-2009 TOOL UPDATES!

NEW FORD’S - READY TO DELIVER! LIKE
THIS 2008 FORD F450 W/ DYNAMIC
701BDW IN RARE TOREADOR RED. THIS
TRUCK COMES WITH ALCOA ALUMINUM
WHEELS, AM/FM/CD PLAYER, LED LIGHT
BAR AND INSIDE THE CAB CONTROLS.

NEW DODGE’S – READY TO DELIVER! LIKE
THIS 2008 DODGE 4500 W/ DYNAMIC
701BDW IN BLACK. THIS TRUCK IS READY
TO ROLL WITH SIMULATORS, AM/FM/CD,
STROBE LIGHT BAR & INSIDE THE CAB
CONTROLS. ASK ABOUT THIS BLACK BEAUTY!

NEW STERLING’S – READY TO DELIVER!
LIKE THIS 2008 STERLING BULLET 4500 W/
DYNAMIC 701BDW IN FLAME RED. THIS
TRUCK COMES WITH SIMULATORS, AM/FM/
CD, FEDERAL SIGNAL JET STREAM LED LIGHT
BAR AND INSIDE THE CAB CONTROLS.

NEW ROLLBACKS - READY TO DELIVER! WE
BUILD FORD’S, HINO’S & INTERNATIONAL’S.
FROM DYNAMIC DYNATRAK TO THE
DUALTECH INVADER WE HAVE THE BED FOR
YOU. LET US KNOW WHAT YOU WANT AND
WE WILL BUILD IT TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS.

USED ROLLBACKS – WE HAVE THE LARGEST
SELECTION OF USED ROLLBACKS IN ALL
OF MIAMI. ALL OF THE TRUCKS WE TAKE
IN GO THROUGH A RIGOROUS CHECK-IN
PROCEDURE TO BE SURE THEY’RE READY
TO WORK! SEE US AT WWW.TOWX.COM.

USED WRECKERS – FROM 98’S TO 08’S,
CALL ACCESS TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT
FOR YOUR NEXT USED TRUCK. ALL OF
THE TRUCKS WE TAKE IN GO THROUGH A
RIGOROUS CHECK-IN PROCEDURE TO BE
SURE THEY’RE READY TO WORK!

NYLON CASE

SUPER STRAP TOOL

NIGHT COMMAND KIT ITEM NCK

This kit has everything you
need to get the job done in
the dark, including: the new
Power Night Vision Light™,
a Hands Free Accessory Kit
and the new Multi Reach
Lightning Rod Kit.

ONE HAND JACK SET ITEM OHJS4

INCLUDES:
• SUPER AIR JACK
• ONE HAND JACK
• SUPER ONE HAND

JACK
• GLASSMAN
• TRUCK

WEDGE
• REMOTE

CONTROL
BUTTON
MASTER

• FLEXIBLE
LONG
REACH
TOOL

• SHIELDED
QUICK
MAXTM

EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
KIT

ITEM ERK

$5995

$13995

$14995

WE BUY, SELL, REPAIR & FINANCE NEW & USED TOW TRUCKS!!

Se habla Español

SHIELDED QUICK MAX TOOLTM

ONE HAND 
JACK AIR

JACK

“This is our 
chance to show 
our good side”
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Email bcandler@traderonline.com
about your new or improved tow truck
chassis and bodies, towing parts and
equipment, and accessories with any
available photos or art.

New Century Rotator

With new challenges for quick clear-
ance on the roadways, along with 
the extreme recovery versatility often
demanded of towers in a variety of 
situations, there has been an in-
creased demand for rotators. The
Century 1060S and 1075S have be-
come a leading choice of towers but
many have seen a need for a lighter-
duty model rotator that provides
many of the same features as the 
60- and 75-ton units.

The 1140 40-ton rotator fills this void
with dual 35,000-pound, two-speed
planetary winches and the choice of 

a two- or three-stage recovery boom.
The 1140 includes a standard-front top
beam or optional two- or three-stage
H-beam underslung outriggers and
standard three-stage or optional four-
stage rear outriggers. 

The 1140’s LDU under-reach pro-
vides 130 inches of reach at a fully
extended rating of 15,000 pounds and
operates totally independent of the
recovery boom. Contact your Century
distributor or visit www.millerind.com

Automatic Cargo Light 

The Automatic Cargo Light for pick-
up trucks from 4z Products is a prac-
tical improvement over conventional
cargo lights. It automatically illumi-
nates the interior of the truck box 
during loading and unloading of
cargo and is mounted where their 
illumination shines on the surface of

the truck bed, not in your eyes. The
Automatic Cargo Light is a snap to
install with no drilling or special tools
needed, and even includes an override
switch when your tailgate has been
open for an extended period of time.
The Automatic Cargo Light mounts
under the bed rail near the stake hole
post and is well protected. Contact
701-220-9467 or visit www.4zprod-
ucts.com

New GPS Tracker

The Text-N-Track H1000 offers
standard features that enable owners
to locate their vehicle in real-time via
cell phone or computer, receive alerts
if the vehicle is stolen or towed, set
maximum speed limits, geographic
boundaries and curfew times and
receive immediate notification if any
conditions have been violated. 

The H1000 has virtually
unlimited applications
for tracking vehi-
cles, from

managers of
large fleets of
vehicles to parents
tracking their teenager’s
driving habits. It can track
vehicle maintenance schedules
(oil changes, tune-ups, etc.), and will

alert the owner when the vehicle’s
battery starts to run down. 

In addition to its standard features,
several optional features can be in-
cluded, such as remote door lock/
unlock and Starter Interrupt, which
prevents unauthorized use of the
vehicle. For more information, visit
www.haasgps.com

Truck & Auto Cover-Up

If it has wheels, Covercraft, a leader
in vehicle cover fabrication, has 
it covered. Covercraft and Safety Com-
ponents worked together to create
Ultra'tect, a special lightweight five-
ounce WeatherMax fabric perfect for

cars, SUVs, pickups and vans.  Cover-
craft vehicle covers are lightweight for
easy removal and storage, yet heavy
enough to remain stable in the wind.

Composed of pre-dyed yarns,
WeatherMax performs far better than
acrylics, with twice the strength and
tear-resistance and 70 percent higher

water resistance. A patented 
finish makes the fab-

r i c
breathable, elimnates

mildew, and resists crack-
ing in ultra-low temperatures.

Contact: 864-240-2712 or visit
www.weathermax.net

Automatic cargo light for pickups

Century’s new 1140 40-ton rotator

Ultra’tect car and pickup cover

New H1000 GPS Tra
cke

r

“Many have 
seen a need for 
a lighter-duty 

model rotator”
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New HD Fan Drives

Horton’s new DM Advantage Fan
Drives are designed to meet industry
demands for reliable engine cooling,
fuel savings, and noise reduction.
Offered in on/off and two-speed tech-

nologies, DM Advantage is engineered
for the highest-heat under-hood appli-
cations. The improvements in cool-
ing ability yield better engine perform-
ance and longer operating life.

The spring-engaged DM Advantage
On/Off Fan Drive
keeps engine
coolant at a
more consis-
tent operating
temperature
and has in-
creased relia-
bility in high-
horsepower
applications.
The DM Ad-
vantage Two-
Speed Fan
Drive alternates
between eddy cur-
rent and spring-
actuated cooling for
precise, highly effi-
cient temperature
control and faster

engine warm-ups in cold weather. Visit
www.hortonww.com

T800 Automatic Tranny

Kenworth offers new automatic
transmissions for shorthaul applica-
tions with high horsepower require-
ments. Customers can now order 
the Kenworth T800 with Allison 4000
and 4500 series transmissions when
specced with Cummins ISX engines.

The Allison 4000 and 4500 series
transmissions are especially designed
for rugged duty or highway truck 
operators. The transmissions feature
torque converter technology that pro-
vides seamless full power shifts,
which help vehicles to work within 
the best duty-cycle speeds faster and
more efficiently. See www.kenworth
.com

Back-Up Cameras

Magnadyne Corporation offers
three color CCD cameras and a color
LCD monitor for industrial use, such 
as RVs, trucks, delivery vehicles, and
other heavy-duty applications. Visit
www.magnadyne.com and click on 
the “RV & Marine Sound” item for 
the back-up security products.

The C125 is a 1/3rd color CCD back-
up camera that features low-light and
night vision capability with 18 LEDs

and has a built-in microphone. 
The C125-M is a 

color CCD back-
up camera

with motor-
i z e d
o p e r a -
tion for
g re a t e r
visibility
b e h i n d
the vehi-
cle.  The
C-SD is 
a water-

proof side-mount
color camera.

The M125C is a
seven-inch color

LCD monitor designed for use with
exterior and back-up cameras. 

Two From Truck-Lite

Dome light. Truck-Lite has added 
a new flush-mount six-diode LED
dome light to its product line. Features
include a black powder-coated steel
housing, six half-watt diodes, epoxy-
encapsulated circuitry, and hard-
wired connector, making it rugged
enough for a variety of heavy truck 
cab applications. 

Warning lamp. Truck-Lite also
introduced its LED Solid-State Warn-
ing Lamp (SWL). Each SWL operates
with peak current of only three amps 

to flash its 18 light-emitting diodes
(LEDs). The SWL can be wired to pro-
vide dual or quad flash patterns.
Options include a yellow (amber) lens
or a clear lens with yellow LEDs. 

Call 800-562-5012 or visit www.truck
-lite.com

New Self-Loader

Jerr-Dan Corporation has intro-
duced a new self-loader wrecker
under the new “Element by Jerr-Dan”
brand. It’s a steel-body wrecker that
offers high-performance capabilities
for the repossessor market, with these
unique features exclusive to Jerr-Dan:

• A patented over-center mecha-
nism that locks wheel retaining 
arms in the full tire-engaged posi-
tion

• An adjustable underlift system 
that provides an interrupt to the 
remote control signal to stop the 
underlift at a desired loading posi-
tion 

• A negative tilt feature on the 
wheel-lift for repossessing vehi-
cles in parking ramps

Visit www.jerr-dan.com or your
Jerr-Dan distributor.

Back-up cameras from Magnadyne

New self-loader from Jerr-Dan

Truck-Lite’s 
new dome light

New warning light from Truck-Lite

Horton’s DM Advantage Fan Drives

A Little Tow
This little tow truck is a Bergestar 1.0,

and is available from Hartmann Fahrzeug
und Maschinenbau Gmbh in Germany, an
agent for Omar’s recovery equipment in
Italy. The unit is designed for road service
and towing in parking garages. The truck
is a Nissan 4x4 crew cab and the light bar
can be lowered for working inside
garages.

– Rob Dragt

Kenworth’s Allison 4000 & 4500 RDS

V
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•TOW LIGHTS
•WORK LIGHTS •SAFETY FLASHERS

•ADAPTERS & EXTENSIONS
•CUSTOM ORDERS

North Canton, Ohio • 1-800-490-3158
www.custerproducts.com

Expires 08/31/08

5 to choose from: 1997 International 4700, DT466E engine, Spicer
5spd transmission, 19.5” tires, 345395 – 445919 miles, 19’ Jerr-Dan
SLP (2 WSR) flatbed with wheel lift. Asking Price: $14,000 each.

2000 Ford F650, Cummins 5.9L engine,Allison AT545 transmission,
22.5” tires, 294753 miles. 21’ Century Series 10 steel flatbed with
wheel lift. Asking Price: $17,000.00

2000 International 4700, DT466E engine, Spicer 5spd trans-
mission, 19.5” tires, 286941 miles. 19’ Jerr Dan WSRB flatbed
with wheel lift. Asking Price: $16,000.00

Chevrolet C6500 Extended cab, CAT 3126 engine, Allison
AT545 transmission, 22.5” tires, 303865 miles. 21’ Century
Series 10 flatbed with wheel lift. Asking Price: $15,000.00

Available Now! Contact Tom Tedford - ttedford@unitedroadtowing.com • Office/Cell 860-883-7415 • Fax 860-282-5875

Fun Puns II
Two peanuts walk into a bar. One was a
salted.

A jumper cable walks into a bar. The 
barman says "I'll serve you, but don't 
start anything."

A sandwich walks into a bar. The 
barman says, "Sorry, we don't serve
food in here."

A dyslexic man walks into a bra.

A man walks into a bar with a slab of 
asphalt under his arm and says, "A 
beer please, and one for the road."

Two antennas meet on a roof, fall in 
love and get married. The ceremony
wasn't much but the reception was 
great.

Two cannibals are eating a clown. 
One says to the other: "Does this 
taste funny to you?"

"Doc, I can't stop singing “The Green,
Green Grass of Home.”" 
"That sounds like Tom Jones syndrome." 
"Is it common?" 
"It's not unusual."

Two hydrogen atoms walk into a bar. 
One says, "I've lost my electron."
The other says, "Are you sure?" 
The first replies, "Yes, I'm positive."

Deja Moo: The feeling that you've 
heard this bull before.

A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet
and says, "My dog's cross-eyed, is
there anything you can do for him?" 
"Well," says the vet, "let's have a look at
him." So he picks the dog up and exam-
ines his eyes, then checks his teeth. 
Finally he says, "I'm going to have to
put him down." 
"What? Because he's cross-eyed?" 
"No, because he's really heavy."

I went to buy some camouflage
trousers the other day but I couldn't
find any. 
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Diesel Damage Control

Problems At The Pump

PROPANE
Touchy TanksTouchy Tanks Touchy TanksTouchy TanksTouchy Tanks Touchy Tanks

Touchy 
Tanks 

Touchy 
Tanks 

How to keep the pain out of propane recoveries
By Allan T. Duffin

Propane — just one of the many
hazardous materials that towers face
when called to recover a disabled
vehicle. Because of its flammability,
propane can be one of the riskiest 
liquids on the road. A rollover,
impact, or other damage to a
propane tank can trigger catastrophic
results, from a small spill to a gigantic
fireball.

Because of the product’s volatility,
it’s even more important to consider 
all risk factors before proceeding with
the recovery of a propane truck.

“Towers should understand the haz-
ards associated with the incident and
the importance of conducting a haz-
ard assessment before moving it,” said
Stuart Flatow, vice president of safe-
ty and training at the Propane Educa-
tion & Research Council in Wash-
ington, D.C. 

Also critical, added Flatow, is for 
towers to understand their role in 
the decision-making process when a
propane-carrying vehicle needs to be
offloaded. “There are stability con-
cerns, proper rigging issues, and limi-
tations of the explained lifting lugs on
a cargo tank,” he explains. 

Recovering Propane

Once at the scene, towers have a
lengthy checklist of items to consid-
er, said Curt Sharp of Merl’s Tow-
ing Service in Grand Rapids, Mich.
“These considerations include the
type of product that you are working
with, the stability of the product, type
of containers it will be transported 
in, weather conditions, environmen-
tal issues, public safety and concern,
and of course the area in which the
accident occurred.”

In some ways, one HAZMAT can 
be quite similar to another. Jared 

Fox of Bob’s Garage & Towing, Inc., in
Painesville, Ohio, notes that the re-
sponse to a propane incident isn’t
much different than the response 
for other incidents involving liquid
flammables. 

“This type of load is going to be
under considerable pressure,” he said.
“But it’s most stable when it remains
condensed and under pressure — vice
a product that has been, for example,
unloaded from the tanker.”

The biggest risk of injury and dam-
age when working with casualties

See TOUCHY TANKS , page 16

we�won’t�leave�you�strandedwe won’t leave you strandedwe�won’t�leave�you�stranded

For�over�25�years,�The�Insurance�Professionals�has�been�For over 25 years, The Insurance Professionals has been
your�choice�for�tow�service�underwriting.your choice for tow service underwriting.

We�respond�quickly�with�the�comprehensive�coverage�We respond quickly with the comprehensive coverage
that�private�tow�services�need.that private tow services need.

For�over�25�years,�The�Insurance�Professionals�has�been�
your�choice�for�tow�service�underwriting.

We�respond�quickly�with�the�comprehensive�coverage�
that�private�tow�services�need.

For more information call 800-266-4446
We wrote the book on towing insurance. Broker Inquiries invited.

ppp

8140�North�Hayden�Road,�Scottsdale,�AZ�85258-24668140 North Hayden Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85258-2466
phone:�480-991-3600�fax:�480-991-0990�www.theinspros.comphone: 480-991-3600 fax: 480-991-0990 www.theinspros.com

8140�North�Hayden�Road,�Scottsdale,�AZ�85258-2466
phone:�480-991-3600�fax:�480-991-0990�www.theinspros.com

for�comprehensive�tow�service�insurance...for comprehensive tow service insurance...for�comprehensive�tow�service�insurance...
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containing propane is a BLEVE, or
boiling liquid expanding vapor explo-
sion. A BLEVE occurs when the pres-
sure in the tank exceeds that at which
the safety relief valve can properly
vent the excess pressure into the out-
side atmosphere. Typically this pres-
sure increase is caused by fire impin-
ging on the tank. “A BLEVE is going 
to incinerate anything in the immedi-
ate area and send the container air-
borne,” warned Fox.

In certain situations, offloading the
propane might be a preferred option.
According to Sharp, depending on 

the location, condition, and position
of the vessel that’s transporting the
propane, offloading might not be
possible. In some cases, he said, the
load might need to be “burned off” in 
a controlled burn. Either option is 
typically handled by a HazMat team
or, in certain cases, the company that’s
transporting the propane.

If propane is unloaded, said Fox, the
tank needs to be flushed with an inert
gas like nitrogen. “Otherwise you will
be left with a tank that is still filled 
with a highly explosive vapor cloud,”
he explains. If a fire does occur, said
Fox, “only once the fire department
has extinguished the fire and removed
the life-safety hazards would any
recovery actions begin.”

When working with local govern-
ment agencies, be prepared for differ-
ent levels of capability, said Sharp.
“Most local fire departments or first
responders are not trained, equipped,
or otherwise able to offload and han-
dle such cargo,” he noted. In these
cases, the tower’s expertise is critical.

Meeting Up

Flatow has a rule of thumb that
applies to other organizations as
well. “I suggest that towers reach out
and get to know local enforcement
and propane marketers prior to any
response,” said Flatow. “This ensures
that they have the correct equipment

to conduct the job. More often than
not, a regular tow truck will not cut it,”
he said. 

“Typically in a situation of a pro-
pane vessel being involved in an acci-
dent, local government agencies will
work to control the spread of a fire,”
said Sharp. In addition, he said, they
might spray a tank to cool it off and
perform traffic and crowd control
duties including evacuations. 

“Police are responsible for main-
taining scene security, accident
investigation, and traffic flow or 
road closure depending on the situa-
tion,” said Fox. “In many cases where 
a casualty is a propane tanker, evacua-
tion and road closure are going to 
be necessary to ensure civilian safe-
ty.” Meanwhile, the fire department
will handle human casualties, fire sup-
pression and prevention, and super-
vision of recovery efforts.

Safety Issues

According to Sharp, propane is typ-
ically transported in very strong high-
pressure tanks that usually remain in-
tact during an accident. For towers,
he said, “the most common concerns
are vapor expansion within the tank
which can be caused by the ambient
temperature at the scene rising, either

Touchy Tanks 
continued from page 15

Training demonstration of a "live burn" chemical tanker with a local fire department

“Towers need 
to meet with 

propane 
companies”
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�Over 50 New Trucks In Stock At All Times�
�Large Inventory of Used Trucks In Stock�

lenn’s auto parts

ROCKWOOD, TENNESSEE 37854

1-800-362-9889
www.glennsautoparts.com

Save on
Pre-Emission

Trucks Available
Now!!

ʻ08 C5500 
W/HPL 35

BEING BUILT

2008 FORD F650 EXTRA CAB, Cummins, 240
HP, Allison Auto., loaded,
Starting @ $65,000

2007 INTERNATIONAL DT466. Auto, air ride,
air brakes, air exhaust, alum wheels, 21ft Jerr-Dan

Steel removable, rail bed. $69,500.

2008 CHEVROLET C5500, 8.1L gas, or Durmax
Diesel, 325hp, Allison auto, 21ft Jerr-Dan alum bed, 

STARTING @ $51,000

2005 GMC C5500. Duramax, 300hp, Allison
auto, 114k miles, aluminum wheels, 21ft steel 

removeable rail bed, loaded!!$35,000.

2007 CHEVY C6500 REG CAB OR 4 DOOR,
CAT 210 hp, 21 ft. NGAF Jerr-Dan, hard, loaded,

starting at $58,500

2002 STERLING ACTERRA.
240HP Cummins, loaded, 21’ Jerr Dan alum bed,

179K mi, 6 spd. $27,500.

2008 CHEVY C6500 CREW CAB.
330hp, Allison auto, loaded, 21ft Jerr-Dan bed.

Starting at $62,500.

2008 & 2009 PETERBILT.
240-300HP, Pacar, 19.5 GVW, 21ft Jerr-Dan bed. 

Starting at $63,000. 

1997 & 1998 CHEVY C6500.
CAT, manual, 149k miles, 19ft bed. Starting at

$17,000.

2008 CHEVY C5500. 8.1L gas or diesel, Allison
auto, steel HPL 35, twin 8k lb., winches, 24 inch,

84CA. STARTING AT $58,500.

2005 INTL 4300. 
DT466, 6 spd, 180K mi, 21’ steel removable rail bed,

alum whls. $38,500.

2008 INTERNATIONAL 4300 EXT. CAB.
DT466, 255hp, Allison auto, loaded, keyless
entry, 21ft Jerr-Dan. Starting at $75,500.

2008 PETERBILT 335,10 spd, 28ft. Jerr-Dan,
15 ton transporter w/wood decking,

Call for price!

2008 FORD F550 XLT, auto, Powerstroke 6.4L
twin turbo, 19ft Jerr-Dan w/wheel lift, starting at

$55,500

2009 KENWORTH T300, 300hp Paccar, Alli-
son auto,  air ride, air brakes, alum wheels, 21ft 

Jerr-Dan, loaded! Starting at $75,000
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Training session on uprighting a tank trailer

A Training
Challenge

Last year towers from Bob’s Garage &
Towing, Inc., in Painesville, Ohio, partici-
pated in an exclusive three-day training
program held at a local chemical facility.
The towers’ classmates included local
fire departments and rescue, recovery,
and HazMat personnel along with offi-
cials from the county government. 

The purpose of the training program
was for the various organizations to
learn and practice each group’s role in a
tanker emergency. By doing so, the pub-
lic safety agencies were able to get a
glimpse of the capabilities and skills that
the towing company could provide dur-
ing this type of emergency.

On the final day the class was chal-
lenged with several full-size scenar-
ios on which to practice what they’d
learned. To maintain a sense of urgency,
“We had no idea what the scenarios
would be,” said Jared Fox of Bob’s
Garage & Towing. “This was just like 
the real thing: radio communications,
each team was sent in as the order it
would follow — the fire department,
police department, HazMat and the tow-
ing company. And no one knew what 
the incident was until they arrived on
scene.”

In one scenario a tanker loaded with
diesel fuel rolled over on its side (water
was used to simulate the diesel). HazMat
specialists pumped all but a couple
thousand gallons of fuel out of the tank.
Then the towers were given the go-
ahead to upright the truck. 

Recovery operators Steve Dressler,
Jared Fox, and Randy Sullivan, along
with company president Jay Fox, partic-
ipated in the scenario. “We used our
Century 4024 20-ton wrecker to lift the
nose of the tanker and place one six-
by-six timber to get the nose off the
ground for our endless recovery straps,”
said Fox. His company also provided a
fully equipped incident response trailer.

Next, Fox and his team positioned
their Century 9055 50-ton with XP850
side pullers to the belly side of the
tanker. “To get the initial lift, we attached
the two lines off the rear to two endless
loops applied over the top at the front
and rear of the tanker,” recalled Fox. 

To create a controlled roll, Fox then
rigged XP850 winches off snatch blocks
from the top of the boom to the side 
of the tanker belly. 

“Bear in mind,” said Fox, “in an actu-
al emergency when faced with a fully
loaded tanker, at least four straps should
be used to equally distribute the weight
of the tank along the trailer frame to
maintain the integrity of the casualty.”

“Please take as much training as pos-
sible,” urged Fox. “There is always
something to learn, and it’s well worth
any price to gain advancement in your
career and do the job right so everyone
goes home safe!”

--- Allan Duffin
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due to a fire or local weather condi-
tions. At times it may be difficult for 
the tank to vent itself after an acci-
dent due to the position it rests in
and the location of the safety vents on
the tank.” In worst-case scenarios, this
situation can result in a BLEVE.

Sometimes the tank can be punc-
tured during recovery operations. If
this happens, said Fox, “all operations
come to a stop until the contents 
can be controlled or moved to prevent
fire or, worse, an explosion.” This is 
the biggest hazard for this type of
cargo, he added. “Sudden fire on a
puncture or leak can quickly cause 
the contents to explode.” For this rea-

son, Fox reiterates the need for fire
department personnel to be present
in order to ensure that procedures are
done properly.

Special Training

“Lack of proper training can result 
in a catastrophic ending and could
seriously injure or kill someone,” said
Fox. Sharp notes that the towing and
recovery industry offers limited train-
ing in handling these kinds of Haz-
Mat accidents. “The training that 
you can receive usually comes from
other HazMat companies or training
organizations, or the transportation
companies that are involved with
these loads,” he said. 

Real-world training can make all 
the difference. “Our recovery opera-
tors attend in-class and hands-on
seminars,” said Fox. “I’m working
closely with Steve Dressler — a 20-year
veteran of the towing industry and
senior driver at Bob’s Garage and
Towing, Inc. — to develop further
training opportunities with our local
fire department.” The goal: to make 
the responders’ jobs easier to do and 
to create a safe working environ
ment when pulling crippled propane
trucks off the road.

In-house training at the company
has consisted of not only heavy

recovery but also HazMat certifica-
tion via the local fire chief. In addi-
tion, drivers receive online training in
NIMS, the National Incident Manage-
ment System developed and deployed
by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. 

Sharp also points to the Internet as 
a valuable training resource. As part 
of their training program, he and his
drivers accumulate as much informa-
tion as they can from the Web.

Local Or Long-Haul?

Towers recover more local fuel
delivery trucks than long-haul trans-
porters. It’s the law of averages, since
local trucks make frequent deliveries
to residential and commercial loca-
tions, increasing the chances of an
accident. “The local delivery trucks
seem to get themselves into stickier 
situations when they’re delivering to 
a home,” said Fox. “The work area 
can be confined, and low-hanging
wires can be encountered, not to men-
tion the possibility of unusual grade
changes. In the event of a problem, the
life-safety hazard is much higher due
to the more densely populated area of
a local neighborhood.”

Regarding the recovery itself, “both
types of units are basically the same 
to handle,” explained Sharp. “Just the
volume of propane is different.” Often
the bigger and louder transport vessel
receives more press. “The over-the-
road tankers seem to make for a
more dramatic and newsworthy acci-
dent scene, which is unfortunate be-
cause any size vessel — including rail
cars — can cause dramatic effects,”
said Sharp.

Tricky propane recoveries can test
the tower’s training and inventive-
ness. For best results, be alert and 
prepared, said Sharp. “It is very impor-
tant to understand what your capabili-
ties are and where your limits are set,”
he said. “Knowing when to ask for help
or when to walk away from a job are
just as important as knowing how to 
do a job!”

“As with almost any recovery,” said
Sharp, “no two HAZMAT recoveries are
the same.”

For background reading, Stuart
Flatow of the Propane Education &
Research Council in Washington, D.C.
recommends the book Propane
Emergencies, 3rd Edition, which can 
be purchased at www.propanecatalog
.com or downloaded from his organiza-
tion’s Web site at www.propanesa
fety.com. The book has a companion
guide for training facilitators. Flatow
also lists as additional resources the
various state gas associations and
propane marketers, as well as local,
state and national towing associations.

Curt Sharp, Merl's Towing, Grand Rapids,
Michigan 
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Diesel Damage Control

Problems At The Pump

PROPANE
Heavy-Duty Hazard

The dangerous recovery of a rolled propane tanker

By Allan Duffin

On the morning of August 8, 2007,
Merl's Towing Service of Grand
Rapids, Mich., responded to a tractor-
trailer loaded with propane that had
rolled over approximately 60 miles
from the towing company. “We were
given minimal information at first,
except that the unit had left the road-
way, crossed the ditch, and rolled
over,” recalled Curt Sharp. 

He drove to the accident scene in 
a Kenworth/Century 60-ton rotator,
followed by Adam Schmidt in a 
Ken-worth/Century 9055. They were
joined by Mark Fredette with a Freight-
liner/Century 3212 and the company’s
air-cushion recovery trailer.

It was a hot, humid day with clear
skies and temperatures hovering
around 90 degrees. Upon arriving at
the accident site, Sharp and Schmidt
spoke with the Michigan State Po-
lice motor carrier officer, Michigan
Department of Transportation offi-
cials, and local fire department per-
sonnel. 

Also on scene was another towing
company that had originally been
called to help. Unfortunately those
towers were not equipped to handle 
a tanker rollover. “They asked that 
we invoice them for their time on
scene and they left,” said Sharp. The
team from Merl’s Towing Service 
then began an on-scene survey.

Tough To Reach

The casualty was a 2004 Freightliner
Columbia with an 11,200-gallon
MC331 tank loaded with propane.
Sharp and his team estimated the
total weight at 80,000 pounds. Recalls
Sharp: “The unit left the right side of
the roadway, traveled approximately
450 feet, took out a fence and several
small trees, then climbed the side of 
a steep hill before rolling over on the
driver’s side.”

It came to rest 120 feet from the
highway shoulder. Between the tanker
and the tree-lined highway stood a
fence and a swampy ditch of 30 to 40
feet in width. “The hill above the trac-
tor and tanker was a berm that bor-
dered a golf course,” said Sharp. Golf
course management refused to allow
the towers access from their side of 
the accident. “The challenge was get-
ting recovery equipment close enough

to the casualty,” he adds.
Fortunately, the temperature and

pressure of the propane were found to
be stable. A minor amount of motor oil
had leaked from the truck’s damaged
oil cooler. In addition, a small amount
of hydraulic fluid was leaking from a
vented cap, which was quickly sealed.
The motor carrier officer monitored
and logged the status every 30 min-
utes. 

Maneuvering Room

To give Sharp’s team enough room
to maneuver safely, DOT closed down
all but one lane to traffic, providing
the towers one lane and the shoulder
to stage their equipment. With this
done, it was time to create a recovery
plan. The towers again met with the
Motor Carrier Officer, MDOT, the fire
department, and (by telephone) the
manager of the transport company.  

“The team discussed many op-
tions,” said Sharp, “including lifting
the casualty with large cranes, exca-
vating part of the berm, or building 
a road to get trucks into the scene.
With the casualty lying on a golf
course, protecting the property and
environment were both concerns.” 

Using a crane was eliminated as 
an option due to travel, setup, and
excavation requirements. Since the
golf course wouldn’t allow anyone to
dig up the berm, the towers were 
left with one option: build their own
access path.

Should the propane load be moved
or offloaded? The motor carrier officer
would make that decision, but only
after the tanker was uprighted. A local

excavating company bulldozed away
several damaged trees and leveled an
access path. Meanwhile the propane
transport company brought a tractor
and empty propane tank in case they
were needed.

Hard Start

Uprighting the fallen tanker was a
tricky procedure. “We knew that the
initial lift was going to be the most 
difficult because of how the casual-
ty was positioned and the limited
amount of room to perform a top lift,”
said Sharp. He and his team were
familiar with Hulcher Services, a rail-
road contracting firm with a terminal
just 100 miles away in Hammond,
Indiana. Hulcher responded within

two hours, providing specialty equip-
ment and a rigging/safety crew.

“The front of the casualty tractor
was repositioned with the excavator’s
dozer,” recalls Sharp. “We rigged the
casualty tractor to be pulled down
with that same dozer, operated by 
the crew from Hulcher Services. We
decided to rig the front of the propane
tank for a top lift using one of the
side-boom tractors. The rear of the

tanker was rigged to winch from the
bottom, around the tank (using a 24-
inch nylon strap) with the second
tractor. We positioned the tractor
with a side boom at the front of the
trailer on the topside to finish pre-
lift rigging,” 

The front of the tanker was rigged 
to support the initial lift, which was
estimated at 20,000 pounds. To help
with the pullover, the other tractor was
placed at the top of the berm, in line
with the rear axles of the tanker.
“Rigging for this end was attached to
the front trailer axle with a screw pin
shackle attached to a 24-inch nylon
strap going under and around the 
top of the tank,” explained Sharp. Then
the 100,000-pound rear winch of the
Hulcher Services tractor was hooked 
to this strap.  

Final Check

With the equipment in place, the
recovery team completed a walk-
around. “We did not feel the need for 
a control vehicle since the unit 
would have to be winched all the way
down and held on the side of the hill,”
said Sharp.

The State Police shut down the
remainder of the highway and recovery
operations began. “The casualty stood
up with relative ease and was held (on
the low side) by the side-boom tractor,”
said Sharp. “The rear rigging was bro-
ken down, and that tractor was reposi-
tioned behind the casualty to winch
the unit out to the road. The low side
tractor remained hooked to the front 
of the trailer and walked out beside 
the trailer as it was being winched out.”

With the crippled tanker now acces-
sible, the towers removed their rigging
so the motor carrier officer could
inspect the tank. Fortunately the tank
had sustained no structural damage
and could be transported without
offloading the propane. The damaged
tractor was removed and replaced
with a working one, and the transport
company drove the tanker back to
their facility.

After some grading and cleanup,
Young’s Environmental Company of
Grand Rapids removed the small
amounts of leaked fluid. Their job
done, the men from Merl’s Towing
returned to their shop. Total time
from port to port, including equip-
ment cleanup, was 11 hours.

“Should the
propane load 
be moved or
offloaded?”

V
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Diesel Damage Control

Problems At The Pump

PROPANE

A photo of Barnett’s Propane burning off the gas in a tanker that

was down in a canyon. There was no access to get to the wreck

and the area was filled with large boulders, making it unsafe to

move the tanker with any product in it.

This shows the distance one tanker was winched. You can

see what is left of the tractor. One tow truck is visible on the

right side and the other tow truck is behind the tree. Both

trucks were used and the tanker was winched to the top and

ended up directly between the two tow trucks. The tanker

was then picked up and placed on the roadway.

The tanker is almost to the top of the canyon near the road-
way just prior to setting it on the roadway. We used an NRC
Rotator and one Century 9055 50-ton to recover this wreck.

The tanker is loaded and being prepared for transport 

The recovery of a tanker after the fuel has been removed after burn-

ing it off. An NRC rotator was used for this and was assisted with two

Century 9055s. 

Another tanker being recovered from a canyon near Show
Low, Arizona. The tanker was loaded and the gas was evac-
uated prior to recovery. 

Barnett’s NRC rotator heading into the mountains for

another recovery

Recovering
Tankers

Barnett's Towing
hauls ‘em out of
Arizona canyons

In Sierra Vista, Arizona, Barnett’s
Towing LLC has the unique situation 
of also owning a retail propane distribu-
tor, Barnett’s Propane. “We have bob-
tail delivery trucks for residential deliv-
ery,” said Troy Barnett, vice president 
of the company. “Barnett’s Propane
Transport is the bulk transportation divi-
sion. This division uses seven tractor-
trailer transport units to haul propane
from the distribution points to other
retailers.” All told, the company’s tow-
ing fleet consists of 58 tow truck and
support vehicles, while the propane fleet
has 26 vehicles.

Because of Barnett’s unique setup, 
the towing division is quite knowledge-
able about propane truck recoveries. “In
the history of Barnett’s, we have recov-
ered over 20 propane vehicle accidents,”
said Barnett. “Our knowledge of the
product is a large reason we are called 
to the incidents in this state.” The towing
division, in business since 1963, has
four locations in the state and handles
light- to heavy-duty recoveries.

To get up to speed on propane recov-
eries, Barnett recommends that towers
consult with companies in their area.
“Towers often work and train with fire
and police departments,” he said. “I feel
that towers need to go out and meet
with propane companies before the
wreck happens. This would solve a 
lot of on-scene mistakes and could
prevent someone from getting hurt —
or worse.”

— Allan Duffin

This is another photo of the tanker after putting in onto the

roadway
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A Seat At 
The TIM Table

Georgia gets on board 
with traffic incident management

By Thomas G. Dolan 

Traffic Incident Management (TIM)
is certainly an idea whose time has
come. But it’s taken awhile to get
there. “I actually became involved
with TIM in the 1960s when I was 
with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation,” recalled Ted Smith,
senior project manager for the Coral
Springs, FL-based Delcan Corpo-
ration. “It’s taken a lot of effort but 
now TIM is really beginning to gain
some momentum.”

A key reason for TIM’s increasing
popularity, Smith explains, is that traf-
fic incidents are the main cause of 
the majority of traffic congestion in
the country. As Smith points out, this
has an economic downside — inci-
dent-related congestion costs $80 bil-
lion every year. 

It is especially important to the
American Trucking Association be-

cause idled trucks cost the trucking
industry 243 million lost hours, 17,000
work years, and $8 billion annually.
Moreover, delivery delays are said 
to be the third largest expense for a
large truck fleet.

It Gets Worse

But money isn’t the only cost of 
this situation. In 2004, Georgia, which,
early this year, became the third
state to implement a TIM program
(after Florida in 2004 and Wash-
ington State in 2007), had 1,463 fatal
motor vehicle crashes resulting in
1,634 deaths, a two percent increase
from the previous year. Over the past
five years 14 officers were tragically
killed in traffic incidents. 

In the Towing And Recovery In-
centive Program (TRIP) portion of 
the report of the Georgia Department
of Transportation (GDOT), it is noted

that “These statistics are overwhelm-
ing and represent the devastating
results of traffic incidents.”

Moreover, the situation is only
expected to get worse. According to 
the report, the Atlanta area popula-
tion is expected to increase to over
six million by 2030. This dramatic
growth, and the corresponding traffic
demand, already exceeds and will
increasingly exceed the capacity of 
the highway system. According to 
the Federal Highway Administration,
non-recurring congestion caused by
traffic incidents accounts for as much
as 50 percent of all congestion na-
tionwide. Compounding the deaths
and injuries and the huge economic
impact and lost productivity is the
effect of this congestion on the per-
sonal quality of life. Motorists are
late for work, miss critical appoint-
ments, or miss flights.

Have A Seat

In 2004, Governor Sonny Perdue
initiated a program involving a num-
ber of different agencies that led to the
TRIP program, which got its official
start on January 9 of this year.

Ted Smith said that Georgia’s 
TRIP, Florida’s RISC, and Washington’s
Blockbuster programs are essentially
the same in that each represents an
organized effort to bring together 
all of the responders and players
involved in roadway incidents, such 
as the DOT, law enforcement, and even
health care personnel. 

According to Smith, “One of the rel-
atively new components here is the

inclusion of towing and recovery oper-
ators. They have always been involved,
but have often not been recognized.
Police may have brought them in, but
only as the towing aspect of a police
function.”

Now, however, Smith continued,
“Towers are given a seat at the table
and are embraced by the other play-
ers. Tower ideas have been sought 
out, and their thinking has been in-
strumental in evolving new ideas 
and new strategies to deal with inci-
dent management.”

Profitable Programs?

The inclusion of towers in the TIM
programs in all three states, said
Smith, “are all designed around the
same premise: Pre-selected, highly
qualified towing operators will clear 
up crashes that result in congestion
within a set period of time.” These
programs, of course, do not affect or
substitute for the normal towing and
recovery business, which remains the

Ted Smith, Senior Project Manager, 
Delcan Corporation
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same, nor are TIM towers called upon
for minor incidents, such as a stalled
vehicle.

“One change from the past is that
towers were paid by the hour,” Smith
said. “This created a conflict of inter-
est for towers who were motivated to
take their time while the police and
others wanted an area cleared as
quickly as possible. Now there are 
cash incentives for towers meeting or
exceeding deadlines and penalties for
their failure to do so.” 

Smith added that the intent has
been to make the programs profitable
for towers since those chosen had to
achieve the best level of performance
with the best equipment and best-
trained staff.

Smith also said that Texas has begun
to work on its own TIM, and predict-
ed that more and more states will
quickly follow. “Traffic congestion is 
a nationwide problem and does not
simply affect the larger cities,” said
Smith. “Medium-sized cities and re-
gions are affected as well. So more and
more people are learning the bene-
fits of putting together an organized
management effort.”

Good Model

Jerry Gossett, executive director of
the Towing and Recovery Association
of Georgia (TRAG), said that after 
the various agencies studied the pro-
gram, TRIP took about a year to evolve.
It was based on the Florida model,
with one big difference being that
Florida’s is under the authority of the
Turnpike Authority, whereas in Geor-
gia the roads are all public, not under
any particular authority, the area cov-
ered being that of metropolitan
Atlanta.

According to Gossett, “Five zones
were developed and five towing com-
panies were chosen based on their
qualifications and willingness to step
up and buy the extra equipment and
do the training required.”

As TRIP is a new program started
earlier this year, “there were a few
bugs,” he said. “Most had to do with
how the tower was contacted. The
TRIP calls have to be confirmed
through the GDOT Highway Emer-
gency Response Operators (HERO)
group or the police. They have a series
of steps they have to go through. If
they don’t, nothing happens. It has
been a little confusing, but now seems
to be working well.”

Gossett said the clearance require-
ments are that travel lanes must be
open within 90 minutes, without
excuses, to earn the bonus minimum

See AT THE SCENE, page 23

Jerry Gossett, Executive Director of TRAG
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Dolly Dynasty
This company puts towing 
product ideas into action 

By Tom Reimann

“Collins Manufacturing was born
with the self-loading dolly,” said Curtis
Collins Hassell. Hassell, 55, is presi-
dent and CEO of the Medford,
Oregon company, a towing equip-
ment manufacturer founded by his
father more than 30 years ago.
According to Hassell, Collins Manu-
facturing began in 1972 with an idea
conceived by his father Collins Hassell
and a salesman named Charlie Nowell. 

“Back then my father was build-
ing bunks and stakes for log trucks,”
said Hassell. “They had to be strong
enough to hold a load of 50,000
pounds on trips from the forest to 
the mill, which could be a hundred
miles or more. The components in 
the bunks are similar to the compo-
nents in what would become the self-
loading dolly.” 

Charlie Nowell recognized this and
approached Collins Hassell about
designing and manufacturing an artic-
ulating wrecker dolly. “Once they set-

tled on a design, it was my father’s 
job to build it, but Charlie’s job to sell
it,” Hassell said.

The First Sale

Gary Coe, 63, a well-known towman
and owner of several equipment shops
and impound companies, remembers
Nowell’s pitch vividly. “This was circa
1975,” he said. “Charlie was driving 
a pickup up and down the West Coast
with a load of these things, trying to 
get somebody to buy them.” 

Coe and Nowell loaded a car onto a
set of the dollies and headed off
towards Coe’s shop. “I laid in the back
of the truck for the entire trip, just
watching the dollies while we drove,”
Coe said. “When we got back to the
shop, Charlie asked me, ‘Do you want
one?’ I looked over at his pickup and
asked how many he had. ‘Eight,’ he
said. So I said I would take them all.”

Nowell left the partnership a few
years later, leaving Collins Hassell to
manufacture and sell the product
that would eventually bear his name.
“That’s what was on the box,” said Gary
Coe, “so that’s what people started call-
ing them.”  

Learning The Trade

“Mechanics are a big part of my
family,” Hassell said. “My grandfa-
ther was working on Route 66 in
California during the early 20th centu-
ry. He went to mechanics school but
lived out in the desert, about 70 
miles from the nearest town. There
weren’t any hardware stores around, so
he had to apply what he knew to what
was available to him. He once used
bacon rind as a wheel bearing during a
trip to Arizona.” 

Hassell’s father Collins, however, did
not receive a technical education in
the traditional sense. “My father and
his brothers went to the school of hard
knocks,” he said with a laugh. “They
just grew up absorbing it all from my
grandfather.” 

To this day, Collins Hassell, now 90
years old, is still a man “who can fix
anything you put in front of him. He

always said if a man can build it, a man
can fix it.”

Business Sense

Curtis Hassell served four years in
the Navy and completed a two-year
mission in Italy for the Latter-Day
Saints (LDS) church before finally
graduating from Brigham Young
University in 1978. After college, he
began working as a loan officer for 
a major credit union. “I owe a lot of 
my success with Collins Manufac-
turing to my time at the credit union,”
he said. “I was sitting on the other
side of the desk, lending people
money for their businesses. I think it
taught me how to run my own.” 

He grew eager to do just that, and
left the credit union after only a year. “I
called my father and asked his advice,”
Hassell said, “and I will never forget

See TOW GEAR, page 26

Collins Manufacturing’s signature dolly

Curtis Hassell with his dad, Collins Hassell
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of $2,500, which can go up to $3,500 
if the response requires additional
equipment to be brought out. “We’ve
had about a dozen incidents or so,
and they’ve all been cleared in, at the
most, from 60 to 80 minutes,” said
Gossett. “We’ve either had a streak of

good luck or known what we are doing.
I like to think it’s the latter.”

Powerful Tools

In developing the TIM program,
Georgia officials had to make a num-
ber of adjustments, such as replacing
long-standing regulations regarding
heavy-duty wreckers, which were lim-
ited in scope as most were implement-
ed decades ago. 

The TRIP program requires modern,
powerful 35- and 50-ton recovery
wreckers with full sets of tools, a sup-
port truck with an extensive array 
of equipment and full traffic control
and fluid spill mitigation capability,
and other specialized heavy equip-
ment like loaders, Bobcats, and trac-
tortrailers.

Gossett also sees the training re-
quirements as an opportunity to in-
crease the professional image of tow-
ing. GDOT strongly encourages train-
ing, education, and certification. The
agency recommends that experienced
operators attend formal training
courses to qualify and advance to 
a supervisor under the program, and
obtain TRAG- or TRAA-approved cer-
tification in the following areas:

Heavy-duty wrecker operation:
• Advanced heavy wrecker and re-

covery practices
• Towing and recovery safety prac-

tices
• Resistance calculations
• Multiple line rigging
• Working load limits
• Vertical lifting over barriers
• Single lane uprighting
• Dealing with hazardous material 

incidents (awareness level)
• Federal Motor Carrier Safety Reg-

ulations
Traffic Incident Management best

practices
• Incident scene traffic safety
• Georgia’s “Quick Clearance” policy
• Flagging and setting up MUTCD-

compliant traffic controls
• Mitigation of spilled motor vehicle 

fluids
• National Incident Management 

Systems (NIMS)

See AT THE SCENE, page 25

AT THE SCENE
continued from page 21

Kauff’s Century rotator WRECKER SALES
ST. LOUIS (636) 639-9700

WE SELL
NEW TRUCKS
NATIONWIDE
We have buyers for your trucks.

Let us help you sell them!

Tired of looking at outdated Websites and Publications?
See our current inventory, updated daily at...

MORE NEW DEMO’S READY TO GO

1732 Prospect Rd. &
Hwy, Lake St. Louis, 

MO 63367www.PURPOSEWRECKER.com

purp
ose

WE TAKE TRADES AND WE PURCHASE USED TRUCKS - PURPOSE IS NOW INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED

NEED PARTS? NEED THEM FAST? MATT AND ADAM LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR CALL. 8AM-5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY CST. EMAIL: mmalpock@purposewrecker.com 
WE SHIP ANYWHERE - DROPSHIP - STANDARD GROUND OR NEXT DAY AIR AVAILABLE (4PM PICKUP) ORDERS GO OUT THE SAME DAY

WE 

DELIVER

2006 335 PETERBILT, 315hp, Cummins, 9 spd, V50, 25 ton, 
8LL trans, air ride, locking rear diff. 230"wb,  alum wheels,

25 ton boom, 2-25,000lb. winches, 3 stage underlift, hyd rear
spades, air winch free spools, air & elec hookups, 4 pr axle forks,

chain end caps, 64,000 miles, stk#64503

2004 PETERBILT 379, 
475hp, Cat, 260,000 miles engine
brake, air ride, 48" sleeper, alum
wheels, dual chrome exhaust,

new Century model 5130, 25 ton
boom, 2 35,000lb winches,

3 stage underlift, tubular light
bar, MX7000 & elec. hook ups,

under lights, upper floods,
stk#808001

2001 KENWORTH 1800, 
350hp, N14, 13 spd, 365,000

miles, a/c, dual chrome exhaust,
dual alum fuel tanks, 36' flattop
sleeper, Century model 5030, 30
ton boom, 2 30,000lb planetary

winches, 3 stage underlift, federal
amber light bar, upper floods,

lower work lights, hyd rear
spades, air & elec hook ups, air
winch free spools, stk#882138

2008 DODGE 5500, 
Cummins diesel, automatic trans,

ps, pl, 19,000lb GVW, a/c, 
stainless wheel sims, Luverne
tunning boards, cruise, 19.5

tires, Vulcan model 892, 10 ton
boom, 2-8,000lb winches, code

3MX 7000 light bar, car sing
w/chains, 24" tunnel tool box,

upper floods, stainless wheel lift,
lower work lights cable

tensioner, remote winch free
spool stk#125978

2002 KENWORTH T800, N14 
435hp Cummins, 374K mi., 10

spd, air ride, single chrome
exhaust, pw, 260” WB, ac, tractor

package, alum. wheels, new
Century 4024, 20 ton boom, 

2-20,000 lb. Planetary winches,
182” CA alum. body, 24,000 lb. 
3 stage underlift, air winch free

spools, alum. tubular pylon, hyd.
rear spades, spring hanger
adapters, 8 pr axle forks, 

underlift light kit, air & electrical
hook ups, stk#888789

2006 PETERBILT 378,
474HP, C15 Cat, 18 spd

trans , 46,00 RA lbs,
315"WB, 98,000 actual

miles, Jakes, pw, air ride,
34.5 alum wheels, 
Vulcan V70 35 ton, 

35 ton boom, 3 stage, 
tailgate switch panel, 

whelen strobe light bar,
4 mini strobes, 7 pr forks,

wireless remote power
touch, air & elec 

hookups, stk#651230

1986 WESTERN STAR, 425hp, CAT 3406, 8LL trans, 52,000Lb, GVW, new way 
air ride, dual chrome exhaust, 266" WB, 145,000 miles, Jakes, 2000 Model 7035,

35 ton boom, 2-35,000 lb winches, 35,000lb underlift, 129" reach, hyd rear spades,
tailgates switch panel, Whelen strobe light bar, 8 pr axle forkz, body strobes,

air winch free spools, cable tensioner, in cab controls stk #944390

2008 KENWORTH T370, 315hp Cummins, 10 spd, air ride, single chrome exhaust,
pw, ac, tractor package, winch brake, alum. wheels, am/fm stereo, CD, dual alum.
fuel tanks, 11R 22.5 tires, new Century 4024, 20 ton boom, 2-20,000 lb. Planetary
winches, 182” CA alum. body, 24,000 lb. 3 stage wheel lift, air winch free spool, 

air cable tensioners, 8 pr axle forks, alum. tubular pylon, hyd. rear spades, 
spring hanger adapters, wired remote, MX 7000 strobe bar, stk#235332

2008 DODGE 4500, 6.4 Cummins, auto trans, pw, pl,
15,000lb GVW, ac, am/fm/cd stereo, stainless steel sims, tilt,

cruise, Vulcan 882, 8 ton boom, composite modular body, 
2-8,000 lb, winches, Ramsey level winders, 2  insert tool

boxes, remote winch free spools, Whelen light bar, led bed
lights,  pop up dollies w/alum axles, stk#125855

2008 335 PETE, Cummins 330hp, px 8, 10 spd, 26,000 lb
GVW, air ride, ac, dual chrome exhaust, tractor pkg, alum

whls, polished alum fuel tanks, Century 3212, 16 ton boom, 
2-15,000 lb winches, air winch free spools, cable tensioners,

alum body, air & elec hook-ups, 84" 12K underlift, 3 sets
forks, hd pylon, mx 7000 light bar, stk#767652

1995 FREIGHTLINER, 350hp Cummins, 9 spd trans., 
511K miles, Integrated sleeper, air ride, alum. wheels, engine

brake, 266” WB, Vulcan 3025, 30 ton boom, 2-25,000lb.
winches, 3 stage underlift, hyd. rear spades, air winch free

spools, 4 pr. axle forks, amber light bar, lower work box, air &
elec. hookups, lower work lights, steel tool box, stk#707409

450770 HKA08ZR
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NEW & USED HEAVY DUTIES IN STOCK

ROBERT YOUNG’S
WRECKER SALES

ROANOKE, VA

• 15 to 60 Ton Units
• 20 to 60 Ton Sliders
• 30-40-50 Ton Sliding Rotators
• 5 to 20 Ton Rollbacks
• We also sell chains, recovery   

straps, and supplies

1-800-246-4785
(540)-982-3809

NEW AND USED WRECKERS
Distributor for
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BEAT 2007
EMISSIONS

DURAMAX
The Right Truck Right N

ow
!

NEW PRE-EMISSION
GMC 5500 & 6500

IN STOCK
READY FOR DELIVERY

CHASSIS ONLY OR COMPLETE
CAR CARRIER PACKAGE 800.471.1020

Parts Department &
12 Bay Service Department

Call Wally Ferber
for Parts & Service

BO
B F

ISH
PONTIAC • BUICK • GMC TRUCK INC.

800-471-1020
2275 S. MAIN ST., 

WEST BEND, WI 53095

FINANCING AND LEASING AVAILABLE 

GMC 5500s Crew 6500s 
IN STOCK

CALL TOWING
EQUIPMENT SALES

800-471-1020
w/ Nationwide Delivery

HOURS:
Monday-Friday

7:30 AM to 5:30 PM
All Times Central

2008 GMC C5500 4X4, DURAMAX , AUTO ,LOADED CAB, WITH A
CHEVRON RENAGADE,TWIN LINE 9,000LB WINCHES, AUTO GRIP
WHEEL LIFT ,STAINLESS BODY UPGRADE, IN CAB CONTROLS, MOTOR-
CYCLE LIFT , AND TOW BAR UPGRADES.ST# T5242 

NEW 2006 PRE EMISSION, GMC C5500, 19,500 GVW, DURA-
MAX, ALLISON AUTO, LOADED CAB, WITH A 21' CHEVRON ALUM
CARRIER, REMOVE BLADE RAILS,48'' TOOL BOX, WHEEL LIFT,
($5,000.00 REBATE). STOCK #T4448

USED 2002 FORD F650, EX CAB, 3126 CAT, AUTO TRANS,
LOADED CAB, 150,000 MILES, WITH A 21' JERR-DAN STEEL
CARRIER, L-ARM WHEEL LIFT, REMOVE RAILS, GOOD
RUBBER. STOCK # W885A 

SERVICE AND SUPPORT TRUCKS IN STOCK, MANY DIFFERENT BODY
STYLES AND SIZES, GAS AND DEISEL UNITS. 

2000 CHEV, 3500 HD, 454 GAS, AUTO TRANS, 142,000 MILES ,WITH A
EAGLE CLAW SELF LOADER, SINGLE 8,000 LB WINCH, IN CAB CON-
TROLS, FIBERGLASS BODY, STOCK # T4291A

2006 ,GMC C5500, 19,500 GVW, DURAMAX ,AUTO , LOADED CAB ,
WITH A 21' CHEVRON STEEL CARRIER , FIXED SIDES , L-ARM WHEEL
LIFT , ALL ALUM TOOL BOX , STAR LIGHT BAR, ST # T4187

USED 1990 CHEV C60, 366 GAS, MAN TRANS, SHOW QUALITY CLEAN
WITH A HOLMS 1200 TWIN LINE, WITH A ADD ON CENTURY WHEEL
LIFT. STOCK #T4195B

1999 IHC 4700, 444E DEISEL, 7SP MAN TRANS, 201,300 MILES, NEW
FT RUBBER , 23,400 GVW, WITH A VULCAN 892, 84'' CA, TOW SLING
STOCK # T5246A

USED 2004 IHC 4300 ,( FRESH DT466), AUTO TRANS , 185,000 MILES
,WITH A 21' CENTURY STEEL CARRIER, REMOVE RAILS , STRAPPLESS
WHEEL LIFT , (2) 36'' TOOL BOXES. CLEAN TRUCK STOCK #T5621A

2008 HINO 258, 8.0L DEISAL ,AUTO TRANS, A/B, A/R, 19.5 RUBBER,
25950 GVW, WITH A 21.5' CHEVRON STEEL CARRER , REMOVE ALUM
BLADE RAILS, WHEEL LIFT , 49'' ALL ALUM TOOL BOX. ALSO AVAIL-
ABLE IN WHITE WITH A 21' VULCAN STEEL CARRIER. 

2006 C5500 DURAMAX, AUTO, LOADED CAB, 19,500 GVW
WITH A VULCAN 882 WRECKER, 24” TUNNEL BOX, BOTH
WITH STAINLESS STEEL OPTION, STOCK #T4492

2008 HINO 268, DEISAL, AUTO A/B,A/R ,25950 GVW
(UNDER CDL) ALUM WHEELS ,22.5 RUBBER . BEING
BUILT AS CARRIER . (ALSO AVAL IN RED). 

MORE TRUCKS AT
www.bobfishtrucks.com

EMAIL:
bobfishtruck@bobfish.com
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Scene Clearance and Safety proce-
dures

• Single lane uprighting of loaded 
tractor-trailers

• Multiple techniques for the reloca-
tion of overturned heavy trucks, 
including tractor-trailers from 
travel lanes while loaded

• Setting up a safe work zone utiliz-
ing at a minimum: advanced 
warning signs, an arrow board, 
and traffic cones as outlined in the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic 
Control Devices (MUTCD) chapter 
6-I

• The containment and mitigation 
of accidental discharges of motor 
vehicle fluids (non-cargo), prima-
rily diesel fuel, including applica-
tion of traction enhancement 
material

• Clearance of spilled cargo and 
debris at large crash scenes

• Have participated in multi-agency 
field training with a local fire-res-
cue-EMS department

The towing and recovery training
should be a minimum of 16 hours (32
for a supervisor), including 16 hours
of hands-on instruction. 

A Money Maker?

The one key point to be addressed 
is the premise that all of the extra
effort and expense to go into these
programs will make it profitable for 
the tower. That’s the theory. But how
has it worked out in practice?

“The industry is very concerned
whether this will be profitable or not,”
Gossett said. “I’m sure some towers
will make enough in the long run to
make it profitable. But for those who
have geared up it’s taken a lot of equip-
ment and training. This is a good

thing for all drivers and the public
roadways so I think we have to do a
good job of selling it to them. This pro-
gram has been going only about 
four months, and I don’t want to sound
negative, but it’s hard to be positive
when you’re just on the verge of mak-
ing money.”

Geoff Russell, CEO of Kauff’s
Transportation Systems, Palm Beach,
FL, said, “Our experience in Florida
was an exception to the rule for we
partnered with three other compa-
nies to meet a greater geographical
area. So we work as one company. Our
company in particular had enough to
qualify at the start. Our financial re-
quirements for equipment were mini-
mal. We’ve constantly upgraded and
will continue to do that.

“But would we go out today and pur-
chase a 75-ton rotating wrecker and 

AT THE SCENE
continued from page 23

a 60-ton one, spend over one million
dollars to qualify? The answer is no.
Will the operator who is not an already
well-established commercial tower be
able to justify these expenses? 

“Also, it’s our understanding that,
based on a federal mandate, as of
July 1, TIM will start moving on I-95
and then I-75 across the country to 
the West Coast. You’ll have some
areas which will have more traffic 
than others and better funding than
others. The more providers there are
offering service, the less motivation
there is for the government to pro-
vide adequate funding. TIM offers 
the industry an opportunity to shine.
But it might not be as easy as it
appears.”

“TIM offers 
the industry an

opportunity to shine”

V
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what he told me. He asked me if 
I would be happy as a shoemaker, and
I told him that if it were my busi-
ness and I were in control, I could find
a way to enjoy it. Then he asked me,
‘How about my business?’ That really
took me by surprise, so I asked him 
to let me think it over. A week later 
I called him back and accepted.”

Taking over his dad’s business was
not something that Curtis Hassell took
lightly. “I never had a sense of my fa-
ther’s mortality until that moment,” he
admitted. “I had always thought of
Collins Manufacturing as his busi-
ness. Running it on my own had never
crossed my mind.” 

His father began taking him to

trade shows to introduce him to 
their customers. “We wanted them
to learn who they would be dealing
with from now on,” Hassell said. “Most
of them remain good friends of mine
to this day.”

Testing, Testing 

Gary Coe is one of those friends. “I
use Gary as a test bed for Collins’ prod-
ucts,” said Hassell, with the hint of a
smile in his voice. “He was one of our
first customers. In fact, I believe he
holds the record for loading a car with
one of our dollies.”

“I don’t know if it’s an official

record,” Coe said with a chuckle, “but
I can dolly a car in 60 seconds. I’m a
fairly modest guy, but when it comes
to dollies I feel like I’m an expert.” 

Despite his modesty, Coe offered no
objection to being referred to as a “test
bed” for Collins’ products. “Curtis 
will bring me new products to play
with, I’ll run them ragged for three to
four weeks, bump them into curbs 
and smack them on railroad tracks –
you know, the kind of things that tow-
ers will subject them to. After all that,
I can call him back and say, ‘Curtis,
these things are working just fine.’” 

Coe said he is particularly fond of
Collins Manufacturing’s new light-
weight dollies. “We keep some of the

TOW GEAR
continued from page 22

“If it’s 
plausible, we’ll 

try it out”

A patent-pending aluminum dolly wheel

INSURANCE REPLACEMENT RENTALS

34400 Lorain Rd • North Ridgeville • OH • 44039
800-837-8372

1995 Int’l 4700 T444E, 5spd,
84” Jerr-Dan Twin Line

NEW 2008 Dodge 5500, 6.7
Auto Loader Chevron Steel &
Aluminum Carriers

New 2008 Dodge 4500, 6.7,
Auto Loader, Chevron
Composite Outlaw

New 2008 Ford F550, 6.4,
Auto, XLT, Chevron 18’
Aluminum Wheel Lift

2000 Bering L.D., Diesel Auto,
18’ Steel Chevron, 53,000 miles

2000 Chevy HD 3500, 454 V8,
Auto, 84” Vulcan Single Line

1999 Int’l 4700 DT 466, 6 plus
1 Trans, Chevron 512 Twin Line

1999 GMC C-6500 CAT Diesel,
6 SPD Tran, 21 1/2 Aluminum
Champion

1999 Ford F550, 84” V-10 XLT,
Century 412 Twin Line

2001 Ford F550, 7.3 Auto, XLT,
601 Dynamic BSW. Needs Work

1984 Dodge 1 Ton V-8, 4spd,
Landoll Aluminum Carrier

NEW 2008 Int’l 4300 DT,
Allison Auto 21 1/2 Aluminum
Chevron

New 2008 Dodge 5500’s, 6.7,
Auto Loader Recovery
Solutions, 3 to choose from

800-514-8799

NOW THAT’S A JUMBO BAG!

In
Stock
Ready

To
Ship

WE ARE TURNING THE AIRBAG
WORLD UPSIDE DOWN!

www.platinumlinebykemps.com
sales@platinumlinebykemps.com

“You will buy it for the price and come back for the quality.”
Platinum air cushions only from your

Platinum Line Dealer.
Prices so good we can’t print them.

Heavy-duty tow trucks
With Zip's totally customized
heavy-duty installations, you get a
unique solution made to fit your
individual company and specific
driver needs. Zip's experienced
installers have the ability and
know-how to build you a heavy-
duty unit like none other. Choose
from stainless steel or PVC for
external storage of drive shafts on
your next heavy unit from Zip's.

Did you Know…
Zip's can save you time and
money with our large selection of
used tow trucks, carriers and a
huge inventory of parts and
accessories?  

One Call, One Company.
Thousands of Heavy-Duty Solutions.

Your new Zip's heavy-duty truck keeps on rolling and keeps earning you

money, year after year. Whether it's a replacement unit or a fleet expansion,

you'll enjoy the rugged reliability and incomparable customer service you

can only get from Zip's. From financing to fit and finish, we'll make your

very next truck exactly the way you want it. Call or visit our Web site.

Call Zip’s First!

800-222-6047 • www.ZIPS.com
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SHOWS & DEMOSSHOWS & DEMOS

Aug. 1-2
Indiana Towing & Wrecker

Association Trade Show
Radisson Hotel • Merrillville, IN

765-288-6041

Aug. 13-14
PTROI Tow Show Rotator School
Tom Luciano & John Hawkins

At O'Hare Towing Service
Downers Grove, IL

512-484-7928

Aug. 15-16
PTROI 28th Annual Trade Show

& Convention
Wyndham Lisle Chicago Hotel

Lisle, IL
800-286-0519 
www.ptroi.com

Aug. 22-23
Northwest Tow Expo

T&R Assoc. of Washington Silver
Reef Casino & Spa

Ferndale, WA
866-383-0777, ext. 254

www.towingandrecovery.org

Sept. 25-28
Midwest Regional Tow Show

Great Wolf Lodge Mason, Ohio
877-341-3400
www.trao.org

Oct.10-11
TTSA Lonestar Wrecker

Roundup
Arlington Convention Center

Arlington TX
866-924-2088
www.ttsa.org

Oct.10-11
Virginia State Tow Expo

Rockingham Cty. Fairgrounds
Harrisonburg, VA

800-541-2432 
sue@vatro.org

Nov.21-23
American Towman Exposition
Baltimore Convention Center

Baltimore, MD
800-732-3869, ext 220

PUBLICIZE YOUR  TOW SHOW, BIG RECOVERY DEMO, 
TRAINING CLASSES OR REPO EVENT!

Name  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Address  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ State  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ZIP  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Daytime Phone : (             )  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

E-mail:  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

�� Text Only (up to 20 Words) $50.00

�� Standard Photo (up to 35 Words) $65.00

�� Medium Photo (up to 60 Words) $105.00

�� Large Photo (up to 100 Words) $170.00

�� Ad Color to any Photo Ad $10.00

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY�� Light �� Medium

�� Heavy Duty �� Equipment

Photo Size _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Please publish my photo ad for:

�� 1 month      �� 2 months      �� 3 months
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STATE 

ABBREVIATION

REQUIRED

Please submit this form with your payment to: 
FOOTNOTES, Classified Department, 150 Granby St., Norfolk, VA 23510  • (877) 219-7734 ext. 1

SUB TOTAL $  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

NUMBER OF MONTHS X  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

TOTAL AD CHARGE $  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

�� Please send a 12-month FOOTNOTES subscription to me

at the address above for $30. 

SUBSCRIPTION CHARGE $  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

�� Check/Money order enclosed

Please charge to my

�� �� �� ��

CREDIT CARD #                                                              EXP. DATE (MO/YR)

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE

Faxed or e-mailed ads MUST include ad copy, name, address, and credit card information.  We cannot confirm receipt.     DEADLINE: 1st of the month.
One month prior to issue date. (Example: January 1 for February issue, circulated mid-February.) Ads must be received in our office by the deadline, other-
wise they will appear in earliest available issue. PAYMENT: Check/Money Order, MasterCard, Visa, American Express or Discover credit card information
must accompany order. We do not issue refunds.

* For Large and Jumbo Ads please add
additional wording on a seperate piece of
paper.

old 70-pound ones as spares,” he said,
“and when I grab hold of one of those,
I realize I’m not 17 anymore.”

New Ideas

Currently, Collins Manufacturing
has a patent pending on a collapsible
“space-saver” dolly. “A lot of the wreck-
ers struggle for storage space,” Hassell
said. “Sometimes certain tools are
required to be carried on a wrecker 
by law, and all those tools have to
occupy space on the deck.” 

To combat this problem, Collins
Manufacturing designed a dolly that
can collapse down to 32 inches, small
enough to be stowed away in a com-
partment. 

Also on the table is a dolly mount for
car carriers. “It’s based on the design
we came up with for the repo indus-
try,” Hassell said. “There are an amaz-
ing number of car carriers that mount
dollies.”  

In addition, Hassell has a new prod-
uct that debuted at the Reno Tow
Show. “It’s an aluminum wheel, cus-
tom-fit for our aluminum hubs,” he
said excitedly. When he first got the
prototype, he said, he thought, ‘Oh
my gosh, this is so cool.’ When towers 
see it, they’re really going to like it.”

When not developing new designs,
Hassell said his company is constantly
improving and perfecting their cur-
rent product line. “Just trying to keep
up with the new model years in the
truck industry to match our push
bumpers is tricky,” he said. “The goal 
is to have all our products at the high-
est level, in terms of both functional-
ity and aesthetics.”

Collins Manufacturing Corp prides
itself on original ideas. “It doesn’t 
matter where the idea comes from,”
Hassell said. “If a tower is having a
problem, we try to come up with a

way to solve it. That’s how we do it. 
If it’s plausible, we’ll try it out.” 

Looking Ahead

It has been exciting, Hassell said, to
watch everything unfold from the
early days, when the production team
consisted of him and two others, to 
the present. “There have been times
where there’s 18 people building be-
cause of the demand,” he said.

Hassell appears confident his fam-
ily will continue to be a part of Collins
Manufacturing in the future. “I started
out cutting the parts for the dollies
and worked my way from there,” he
said. “Now my oldest son is working 
in a shop like I did, going from the
ground up. I still have four teenagers 
at home and they may all end up work-
ing for their dad one day!” 

Despite this, Hassell insists that
keeping the company within the fami-
ly is not his primary concern. “I would
consider what is best for Collins Man-
ufacturing,” he said. “I’ll give first shot
to the family, but I will never compro-
mise this company.”

Hassell’s final comment seems to
reflect on both his business and his
family: “Our operation is basically low
tech, just the assembly of mechani-
cal components. But we do something
with those components that hasn’t
been done before. That’s where the
genius is. The genius is in the creativi-
ty. We keep pressing forward and we
don’t look back.”  

Collins Manufacturing produces a
number of towing-related products,
including their Hi-Speed Dolly, push
bumpers, tunnel tool boxes, under-
body boxes, Go-Jak boxes, light pylons,
fifth wheel-lift hitches, and more. For 
a complete listing of products, visit
www.collinsmfgcorp.com

Collins is working on this space-saver dolly The space-saver collapses to 32 inches

“I’ll be ready when people 
start buying more electric cars”

Walt Phillips

V



SPOTLIGHT TRUCK OF THE MONTH

2008 PETERBILT 389K GLIDER KIT, BLACK, 36" SLEEPER, 475 CAT, 18 SPEED, AIR TRAC SUSPENSION, DOUBLE
FRAMED, AM/FM CD XM, NAVIGATION SYSTEM, 2 TONE PLATNIUM INTERIOR, LEATHER SEATS, CHROME GAGUE
PKG, CUSTOM PANEL LIGHTS, PW, PL, DUAL SPOTLIGHTS, 10 ALUMINUM WHEELS, WINCH BRAKE, TEXAS BUMPER,
VORTEX BREATHERS, TILT AND TELESCOPIC. EQUIPPED WITH A NEW CENTURY 5130, 2 SPEED WINCHES, WIRELESS
REMOTE. SUPER SHARP. $203,900.00. 4 TRUCKS AVAILABLE. CALL BEN OR LARRY AT PONDEROSA HEAVY DUTY
TRUCKS, INC. (606) 474-8977. WE WORK WITH SEVERAL LARGE FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS AND HAVE SPECIAL
FINANCING FOR CENTURY PRODUCTS.

Signs

Computers
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Insurance

Light Duty

See ourwebsite!trfootnotes.comTOW TRUCK TRADER

Business

ALEXANDER
INSURANCE AGENCY

SINCE 1975
Serving the finest towing companies in:

AL, AR, AZ, CO, FL, GA, NC, NM, OK, SC, & TX

CALL 800-950-7911
www.towagent.com

Towing and Storage Business for Sale
in Steamboat Springs, CO with 7 tow
trucks. Also includes 72 portable
storage units, _acre of industrial
property with workshops in two
warehouses. Includes 1.25 acres with
two shops and a house to live. 

Please Call 970-846-8693

TOW TRUCK INSURANCE
AT AFFORDABLE RATES:
� Auto Liability � Physical Damage � On Hook/Cargo 

� Garage Liability � Garage Keepers Liability
� State & Federal Filings � Commercial Property

� MCS-90 � Low Premium Financing

(Assistance in obtaining 
I.C.C. Authority)

CALL:

Austin
Insurance, Inc.

FOR PERSONALIZED SERVICE

1-800-548-7538
“We’ll Come See You”

WE ALSO INSURE:
� Auto Salvage/Recycler Programs
� The Repossession Industry
� “New” Workers Compensation 
� “New” Auto Transport Program  

Call (270) 628-3226 after 6:00 p.m.
2109 Broadway, Paducah, KY 42001

Fax: (270) 444-6809

We provide coverage in the following states:

KY, TN, AR, MO, IL, IN, OH, OK, KS

TEXAS ONLY, 5 minutes from Austin
Texas D.O.T. Paying too much for 
truck, cargo, storage insurance? Many
companies to shop for you, free quotes.
Dan Central Insurance, 800-315-1753
x115, 512-451-6651 x115, dber-
baum@centralins.com

Clean Up Your Act

Axle
Covers

28-piece set
Fits all popular trucks

$125/set + shipping
Also offering

Bus Axle Covers

Ferreira
Wrecker Sales
(978) 250-1705

Distributor
for:

Want to Make Extra Cash
Get those extra leads to pick up more 

junk cars and trucks in your area.

You have nothing to loose and everything to gain, 
there are no monthly fees and sign up is free.

You only pay when you pick up a vehicle. 

So Log on and Sign Up Today!

info@junkcarinfo.com
Phone • (773) 491-9054

ESTABLISHED TOWING & AUTO REPAIR
BUSINESS FOR SALE - Owner is Retiring.
State Towing and approved impound yard.
Southwest Washington. Call 360-942-5603

FLORIDA- RETIRING
ESTABLISHED TOWING BUSINESS
29 YEARS, 3 TRUCKS, STORAGE

YARD AND 7 ACRES. WILL 
SELL BUSINESS FOR $300,000, 

PROPERTY FOR $ 700,000.
ALL MOTOR CLUBS, ROTATIONS,

DEALERSHIPS!
PLEASE CALL: 863-676-7666

FOR LEASE OR RENT
1-1/2 ACRES – INTERSTATE 35 
SOUTHBOUND ACCESS ROAD

TWO METAL BUILDINGS – PAVED FRONT LOT
SET UP AS BODYSHOP WITH 

FRAME MACHINE AND PAINT BOOTH
1 – 50’ X 60’       
1 – 30’ X 48’

NEW BRAUNFELS, TEXAS
(830) 625 – 0791

2006 ISUZU N.P.R. Diesel, 
Auto, 56K miles, Purpose built
w/flat body & bifold sides for 
loading motorcycles and ATV’s. 3
stage hydraulic under-reach wheel
lift for towing cars.  $39,500 Firm.
(770) 856-7931 8:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. eastern.

1u800u800u9470
www.TowSigns.com

For Sale
88’ S-1900 International, Century Twin Line, Wheel
Lift, DT-466, Engine 5SPD, Excellent Condition w/
A.C. $12,000 or Best Offer Call 601-894-2945 or
601-748-0184

SNEED TOWING INSURANCE
Affordable Rates on Tow Truck Insurance

NATIONWIDE COVERAGE
800-619-STAR

( 7 8 2 7 )
CALL OR EMAIL FOR QUOTE
Email: seubanks@sneedinsurance.com
www.sneedinsurance.com
FAX: 901-333-7827

www.STORMINS.com
SERVICE-SELECTION-SAVINGS

Why Shop Anywhere Else?
334-774-7138

Used NRC Quickswap
Have truck?  We’ll sell!

Take Your Towing Business
to the Next Level

(866) 224-9440

TOWING AND RECOVERY BUSINESS FOR SALE

Serious Inquiries Can Call 575-760-0968

Largest in Eastern New Mexico. In Operation for

20 years. Real Estate Negotiable. 4 Wreckers

(light, medium, heavy, 6x6). 2 Rollbacks

RECOVERY VAN AND TRAILER WITH JUMBO
AIR CUSHIONS. 1 Semi Tractor and Landoll

Trailer. Manitou Telescopic Loader. Too Much

other Equipment to List. Will make you Money

from day one.

“We Insure The Best Towers In The Industry”

Call today for a free quote

800-537-7152
Providing specialized insurance solutions to the 

towing industry for a quarter of a century.
CA 0D25393

SAVE MONEY ON
INSURANCE

94 GMC Topkick Rollback 22' Landoll
Deck Hydraulic Tow Bar 3116 Cat 22.5
tires $9,000. Call Gary at 920-864-7631.

99 International Rollback 19' NoMar
Deck  Wheel lift Dual Side Controls 5
speed 19.5 tires $14,000. Call Gary at
920-864-7631.

2005 Ford F450 XLT Power Stroke Diesel AT,PS,A.C.,TW,
CC, PDL, AM/FM Cd-Player, 34,000 Miles, Front & Rear
Strobes,Aluminum Wheels,B&B 10 Ton Steel Body Wrecker
Unit W/8,000LBS Winches, Stainless Trim Package, Very
Clean Truck,To many options to list! For More Info Call 541-
672-4848! $41,500. In Oregon.

1997 INTERNATIONAL, 19 foot
Champion aluminum rollback with
wheel lift, black, 444 INTL V-8
diesel, manual, 242K mi, $14,900,
call Larry Wehrs, Wehrs Chevrolet,
800-562-0907

Providing Quotes in: IL, IN, IA, MI, MN, OH, NC,
MO, KY, NE, KS, WI, GA, TN, MS, AL, AZ

CALL 800-888-0545

MISSISSIPPI TOWERS, Wellington
Associates of Jackson, your Towing &
Recovery Insurance Group agent for
Mississippi. Call Bill Crawford, CIC, Billy
Horne, CIC, 800-442-0290.

YOUNG INSURANCE
Serving the Towing Community

since 1956
Minnesota Only
888-400-0505

Tires

800-992-1478

FIFTH WHEEL
WRECKER

• Electric/Hydraulic

• 20-Ton Lift

• Fits Any Tractor

TowYourOwn.com

1971 Chevy Cheyenne. 30 Holmes 440 Factory 402, 4-
Speed, A.C., Tach, Frame up Restoration on rust free
truck, Many updates! Beautiful Truck! Museum Quality!
$25,000 Offer! 307-637-7792

VERY FAST, VERY STEALTHY
VEHICLE IMMOBILIZATION

SEE SPEEDYBOOT.COM and call:
1-800-982-6575

WEST END SERVICE, INC., serving our 
customers since 1928. Miller authorized dis-
tributor, Century, Challenger, Holmes,
Chevron, Champion & more. 800-425-4455.
www.westendservices.com

EquipmentMedium Duty
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2004 FORD F550 SUPER CAB, POWERSTROKE
DIESEL, AUTO TRANS, 65K MILES, CENTURY 19A CAR-
RIER. THIS OWNER OPERATOR TRUCK IS AS NICE AS A
NEW ONE!

2008 PETERBILT 367, SLEEPER, HEAVY ROTATOR
SPEC CHASSIS. CENTURY 9055, 50 TON UNIT WITH
156" LOW BOY UNDERLIFT. THIS SHOW UNIT IS
BEAUTIFUL AND READY TO GO!

2003 PETERBILT 330 CENTURY, VERY CLEAN UNIT,
NEW INJECTORS, RUNS AND DRIVES VERY WELL. WILL
MAKE SOMEONE A VERY NICE 26,000 GVW CARRIER AT
A GREAT PRICE.

1998 PETERBILT 379, CUMMINS 400, 13SPD, AIR
RIDE, 97 CENTURY 5030. NEW TIRES. NICE UNIT.
READY TO GO TO WORK.

1988 PETERBILT 379, CUMMINS 400, 13SPD, AIR
RIDE, 93 CENTURY 5030, ONE OWNER TRUCK. 

1990 KENWORTH T800, CUMMINS/400HP, 13SP,
APPX. 250K MILES. BUILT NEW AS A TOW TRUCK.
CENTURY 1040, 3 STAGE 40 TON BOOM, 35K WINCHES,
SDU 3 STAGE UNDERLIFT. THIS TRUCK RUNS AND
DRIVES WELL! MORE PHOTOS ON WEBSITE. 

2005 INTERNATIONAL CENTURY, VERY NICE, LOW
MILEAGE UNIT. RUNS AND DRIVES VERY WELL READY TO
MAKE SOMEONE A GREAT CARRIER.

1988 INTERNATIONAL, THIS FRESHLY RE-PAINTED
1988 INTERNATIONAL FITTED WITH A 1995 MODEL 
CENTURY FILL - 716 WILL MAKE SOMEONE A GREAT 
MEDIUM DUTY WRECKER WITHOUT A GREAT EXPENSE.

“NEW” 2007 CHEVROLET 5500, 4X4, CREW CAB
WITH CENTURY 19.5 ALUM CARRIER. HARD LOAD AND
READEY TO GO!

2004 KENWORTH T800, CAT/475 HP 18SP, MILLER
ROTATOR SPECS CHASSIS, 40,000 MILES. CENTRUY
10605 ROTATOR, 3 STAGE BOOM, 4 WINCHES. VERY
NICE TRUCK. READY TO GO!

2006 JERR-DAN 500-280, LONG STINGER ON A
2000 FREIGHTLINER CENTURY, 435 CUMMINS, 13SPD,
AIR-RIDE, ALUMI-NUM WHEELS, IMMACULATE!  CALL
FOR A DEAL.

2005 FORD F-450, DIESEL, AUTO, WHITE, VULCAN
810 INTRUDER.

1994 FREIGHTLINER N14, CUMMINS, 9SP, TRIPLE K
FIFTH WHEEL UNIT, ONLY $25,000.

2004 UD 2000, DIESEL, 6SP, UNDER 200K MILES
WITH A CENTURY 21S, RR. CLEAN UNIT. WE SOLD IT
NEW. 

2002 FREIGHTLINER FL70, EX CAB, 30,000 GVW,
CAT/300HP, 7SP, AIR RIDE, 55,000 MILES SINCE NEW.
CENTURY 24' ALUM 20 SERIES CARRIER WITH WHEEL
LIFT. ABSOULUTLEY LIKE NEW. 

EXCELLENT VULCAN REPO UNIT!!! ONLY 96K
MILES, VERY CLEAN, GOOD TIRES, AND A GREAT ALL
AROUND UNIT.  COME SEE US TODAY AND START
SNATCHIN UP CARS TONIGHT.

CROUCH’S WRECKER
& EQUIPMENT SALES

Kingston Springs (Nashville), TN
(800) 628-5212 or (615) 952-3287
E-mail: crouchsales@comcast.net

wwwwww.zacklifts.com.zacklifts.com
•Medium & Heavy

Duty Underlifts

•Exceptional Pricing

• Ask About
Free Shipping

•Visit
www.zacklifts.com
For more Information

(800) 337-2350(800) 337-2350
HAMMAN ENGINEERING

KORTH
INC.
SALES
SERVICE
GREENVILLE, WI
920-757-5023

• Quick Swaps in Stock

Sliders, Rotators,
Rollbeds

Made to Order

• New Composite Bodies

2008 F350 XL
Dynamic 701B Starting at 

$$$38,900

2008 F350 6.41 Diesel
Black 701B Classic, PW, PL, Tilt,
Cruise AC, Rhino Lined Deck...

IN STOCK!!! TAKE DELIVERY
NOW!!! $45,495

NATIONWIDE
SHIPPING

YOU WON’T 
BEAT OUR DEAL

ANYWHERE!!!!

“CHICAGOLAND’S ONLY 
DYNAMIC DEALER!!!

WHY SACRIFICE 
QUALITY FOR PRICE, 

WHEN YOU CAN 
HAVE BOTH!!!”

814 S. Westwood Ave.
Addison, IL 60101

630-785-2447

630-785-2447

2008 F450 V10
Dynamic 701B Classic, XLT, Keyless

Entry, PW, PL, Cruise, Tilt... 
IN STOCK!!! 
$45,900

2008 F450 V10 XLT
Black, 701B Lighting, PW, PL, 

Cruise, Tilt, AC, Rhino Lined Deck, 
SIMMS, Clear Led Pkg., Cab Steps,

Keyless Entry...IN STOCK!!! 
TAKE DELIVERY NOW!!!

$46,995

WRECKER SALES 
& ACCESSORIES

1-800-246-4785

1996 International 4700 DT466, 5 Speed
Trans., Power Windows, Tilt, A/C, Air Brakes,
Jerr-Dan 1210D Bed, 12 Ton Wrecker, Dual

10,000lb Winches, Wheel Lift. 414,260 Miles,
Call For Price!!

www.robertyoungtrucks.com

1986 Fightliner, 15 Speed Tran., Cummins
400HP, 750 Holmes, 30,000lb Zack Lift Under

reach w/ forks. Drag winch, 689,000 Miles. 
Call for Price!! 

1977 GMC General, 8 speed Trans., 32,000lb
Triple  \ “K\” Under Reach, Drag Winch, 38,000

Miles. Call for Price!!!

Robert Young is a Distributor for
Recovery Solutions

1997 International 4700, T444E, 5 Speed, A/C,
Power Windows, Cruise, Tilt, Holmes 552 Twin

Line Wrecker with Under Lift, Forks & 
L Arms.

1996 International 4700, DT466E, 5 Speed
Spicer Trans, Power Windows, Locks, Cruise,
Titl & Tel. Wheel, A/C, Jerr-Dan 1210D 12 Ton

Wrecker, Daul 10,000 Winches, new paint.

Jumbo Air Cushions Super Set Demo Set,
Includes all hoses, Compressor, and Hardware. 

ZACKLIFT
www.zacklifts.com

WHEEL LIFTS
Repo • Add-On

HAMMAN ENGINEERING
1-800-337-2350
Fifthwheelers • Underlifts • Wreckers

Zip's offers same-day
shipping on the industry's
largest inventory of repair
parts and accessories.

800-222-6047
www.zips.com

®

If you’re in the
towing and recovery

business, treat it like one.
Protect your personal

assets now. Incorporate or
form an LLC today with

The Company Corporation
in 10 minutes or less.

Visit
www.incorporate.com
or call 800-430-0462

SELL YOUR EQUIPMENT HERE!
Contact your sales representative today by calling

877-219-7734
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CALL FOR INVENTORY

8600 Frederick Road
Ellicott City, MD 21043

1-800-425-4455
www.westendservice.com

WESTERN
WRECKER SALES, INC.

Need a TRUCK NOW?…
WWS can deliver

(pictures and specs online
www.westernwrecker.com)

NEW International Units Ready to Go
07 International, WHITE, loaded chassis,

6 speed, 21’ Century Steel, removable rails 
(vin 9355) $66,950

07 International, RED loaded chassis, auto, air brakes, air
ride, exhaust brake, alcoas, 21' Century Steel removable rail

(vin 9588) $72,950

07 International, RED loaded chassis, DT466, auto, airbrakes,
air ride, exhaust brake, alcoas, 21’ Vulcan Steel, removable

rails (vin 5930) $72,950

07 International, Red loaded chassis, auto, airbrakes, air
ride, exhaust brake, alcoas, 21.6’ Vulcan Aluminum

BLADE removable rail 
(vin 8849) $71,950

NEW International Units
Ready to Build

2008 International WHITE EXTEND CAB, DT466, 245hp,

auto, airbrakes, air ride, exhaust brake, alcoas (Vin 1394) 

NEW Peterbuilt Unit
2009 Peterbilt 330, white loaded chassis, auto, GVW

26,000, 260hp, 21.6’ Century Steel, removable rails (vin
0519) $82,950

NEW Ford 450 Units
08 Ford F450, SUPER CAB white loaded chassis, auto,

diesel, 60CA (vin 6830). $36,623 for chassis, you
install own unit

08 Ford F450, SUPER CAB black loaded chassis, auto,
diesel, Vulcan 810 Stainless Steel Body  (vin 6833)

$65,250 

NEW Ford 550 Units
07 Ford F550, white loaded chassis, auto, diesel, 84CA

(vin 3173) $34,368 for chassis, you install 
own unit.

07 Ford F550, 4x4 - white loaded chassis, auto, diesel,

60 CA (vin 5762)$37,792 for chassis, you install own unit.

NEW GMC Units
2007 Chev C6500, Black, Auto, Duramax Diesel, GVW
26,000, 21’ Vulcan Steel, removable rails (vin 3132)

$68,950

2007 Chev C6500, White, Auto, Duramax diesel, GVW
26,000, 21’ Vulcan Steel, removable rails (vin 3227)

$68,950

2008 Chevy C6500, White 4 door CREW CAB, loaded,
Auto (vin 3655)  Ready to Build

NEW HINO Units
2008 Hino, white loaded chassis, auto, air brakes, 21’ 

Century Steel Removable Rails (102”)-(vin 0016) $72,500

NEW Dodge Units
2008 Dodge Ram 4500, auto, white, loaded chassis,

Vulcan 810, auto loader 
(vin 9877) $59,796

(2) 2008 Dodge Ram 5500, auto, 4 X 4,
White (vin 3612), Red (vin 9910), loaded chassis, 84CA

(1) 2008 Dodge Ram 5500, auto, white loaded chassis,
84CA  (vin5510)

2008 Dodge 5500, auto, 19.6’ Vulcan Steel, removable
rails (vin 4854) Call for price

NEW Kenworth Units
2008 Kenworth T270, Air ride, Air brakes, White

loaded chassis, 21’ Century (102” wide) Steel
Carrier, removable rails (vin 0901)

$79,850  

All 2007 Units are pre-emission! 

Want to install your own unit?
Call us…our carryout prices will SURPRISE you! Over 35

Vulcan and Century Carriers or Wreckers in stock and ready
to ship to your location.

Need a truck?
We have the chassis’ ready to build!

We have the units on the ground ready to install! We
have the staff to build ’em – usually in less than 10

days

CALL US – We can deliver!

Used Medium Duty Wrecker
2000 Ford F650 Super Cab, 6 Speed GVW 26,000,

Century 612, 12 ton wrecker 
$34,950

Used HEAVY Duty Wreckers
1979 GMC General, Holmes 750, Hydraulic x7 booms,
Zack lift, EXCELLENT CONDITION, lots of equipment (vin

8780) $29,950

Used Carrier
2000 International 4700, 175hp, 5 speed, black chassis,

19’ Century Steel carrier, removable rails (vin 8924)
$25,950.

WHOLESALE WRECKER
1989 Ford F350, Holmes singleline wrecker (vin 3172)

Truck runs, as is $4,950

Need Parts for Vulcan, Century, American
Wheel Lift, Holmes, Champion, Challenger?
Need Parts for Ramsey or Warn Winches?

Need Whelan, Federal Signal, Code3,
BA Products, All Grip, Phoenix Accessories?

No Problem…Call US – we can serve
your towing needs!

The authorized dealer for Century, Challenger, Champion, Eagle,

Holmes, Vulcan towing equipment and Ramsey and Warn winches. For
over 45 years we have offered custom manufacturing and repairs in our 3
bay shop, parts and accessories with same day shipping, in-house leasing
OAC. Wreckers are our only business! Call Daryl or Mike.

12841 NE Whitaker Way
Portland OR

Call us at 800-547-4985
Email info@westernwrecker.com

Website www.westernwrecker.com

TOWING PARTS

SERVICE PERFECTED!

Experience our World Class
service for yourself. When it's
service or towing parts,
we'll exceed your
expectations.

Call

800-222-6047 

www.zips.com       

EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE
1-800-243-7516 • E-mail: daness@verizon.net

QUALITY NEW& USED EQUIPMENT

CLEAN LOW PRICE CARRIER
95 INT'L 4600, T 4, 175 H/P, 5 SPD., A/C, P/W, Chevron 19'

Aluminum and Wheel Lift, All Lighting and Options. $14,900.

NICE TRUCK
02 CHEVY C-6500 DIESEL,  Auto, Rubber Good, Alum.
Wheels, Ht'd mirrors, (2) 40 Gallon tanks, Chevron 
S-10 Steel, 2 car carrier, 10,000 LB. Deck Capacity, 3,000 LB
wheel lift capacity, Diamond Deck, Removable rails, (2) 49' H/D
Aluminium Boxes, All Lighting and Options!!

RUNS/SMOKES/NO POWER
94 UD 8 6 CYL., Turbo, 6 SPD., 256K Miles, A/C, P/S, Tilt,

Rubber ok, Jerr Dan 19' Aluminum Shark two car carrier and

wheel lift. (4) Add'L D-Rings, Removable Rails, $ 6, 500.

AUTOGRIP WRECKER
01 F-550 XLT, 6.0 Diesel, Auto, Loaded, 155K, Chevron 408

TVA Single Line Integrated Wrecked and Autogrip Wheel Lift

All Lighting and Options. Body has new paint! $24,500

TWINLINE WRECKER BOOM 
CENTURY 612 Twin Line Hydraulic Wrecker Boom, Winches,

Cables, Inner Boom, Sheave Heads, Hydraulic Cylinders

Complete and Assembled. $2,500.

4x4 EAGLE SELF LOADER 50,000 MILES
86 F-350 4X4, 7.3 Diesel, 4 SPD., 60”C/A, Eagle Single Line

Integrated Wrecker & Wheel Lift, Fiber Glass Sides. $5,000 in

repairs prior to trade-in.  $6,500

USED 08 F-550 AUTOGRIP
08 F-550 XLT, 6.4 Diesel, Auto, Loaded, 8,500 Miles,

Chevron 408 TVA, Single Line Integreated Wrecker and

Autogrip, All Lighting and Options.

EX CAB FORD 650
04 WHITE F-650. XLT, 230HP Cummins, Automatic,
Loaded, 150k, Chevron 21.5' Aluminum 2-Car Carrier,
Removable Rails, All Lighting & Options.

$28,900 VERY CLEAN
00 CHEVY 6500, CAT 3126, Allison Auto, 184K Miles, New
Rubber, New Injectors, Loaded, Chevron 19" Steel Carrier &
Wheel Lift, All Lighting & Options.

02 CHEVY 6500. CAT 3126, 210 HP, Allison auto, 132K
miles, loaded, new rubber, Chevron 22' Series, 14 Industrial car-
rier, diamond plate deck & 4K wheel lift, strobe bar, (2) 49"
alum. boxes, All Lighting & Options.

INTEGRATED WHEEL LIFT
99 INT'L 4700, Diesel, Auto, 119K mi, Runs Like A Top, 60"

Integrated 10-Ton Wrecker, Single Line Extendable Boom, L-

Arms, Frame Forks, New Paint & Lighting, In-Cab Controls,

Simulators.

94 Ford 450, 7.3 DIESEL, XLT, 78,000 mi, Auto, Push

bumper/grill, rubber 100%, 60" C/A Dynamic Single Line, 601

BSW & Auto Loader Tow Sling, 2 Tool Boxes, All Lighting &

Options. $15,900

97 FORD F450 XLT. 7.3 Diesel, 84" C/A, 5 SPD, 8-ton
Alum. Body w/Twin 10K Winches, Double Doors Each Side, All
Lighting & Options, Red, All New Injectors.

ALL 4X4’S REDUCED, CALL
04 FORD 550, Super Cab, XLT, 6.0 Diesel Auto, Loaded, 148K
miles, Chevron 19" Aluminum 2 Car Carrier & Wheel Lift,
R/Rails, Stainless fenders All lighting & Options.

93 F350 4X4. 7.3 Diesel Engine, XLT, 108K Miles, Challenger
10-ton Twin-Line, 5K Wheel Lift, Concept Boxes, 84", New
Paint, Sling, Strobes, Rebuilt Wheel Lift, Lots of New Items,
All Lighting & Options. Reduced!

CRACKED MOTOR
CHEVRON 12 TON WRECKER ON 6500/108" C/A

02 6500, 3126 CAT, 210 H/P, 6 SPD, 25,900 GVW, 104K
Miles, Aluminum Wheels, Loaded, Chevron 512 LMD 12 Ton
Wrecker & 8,000LB Underlift, All Attachments Lighting &
Options ( Nice Shape) $26,500

SERIES 14 INDUSTRIAL CARRIER
98 FREIGHTLINER FL60. Wht, Cummins 210, 6 SPD.,
125K Miles, Loaded, Chevron 21’ Steel Car & Wheel Lift,
R/Rails, All Lighting & Options.

MOTOR REBUILT 7-06
02 INT'L 4300,DT-466, Auto, 230K mi, loaded, Vulcan 21" Steel,
Stationary Pylon, Diamond Deck, Clean, All Lighting & Options.

DYNAMIC AUTOLOAD
ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON BODY

$15,900 NEW RUBBER / RBLT WHEEL LIFT

OLD WRECKER BODIES
NORAR 4 TON WRECKER, 60” C/A, Angled Tailgate,
Tow Sling, Hanger Bearing, Stop/Tail/Turn & Marker Lights,

Chrome Rails, (Good Shape) No Rot. $1,600 or B/O
HOLMES 440 FOUR TON WRECKER 60" C/A,
Angled Tailgate,Tow-Sling, Hanger Bearing, Flood/Stop-/Tail/Turn
& Marker Lights, Chrome Rails, Decent Shape. $1,500 or B/O

AUTOGRIP WHEEL LIFTS
03’ RED F450, 6.0 Diesel, Autotrans, XLT (80K) Miles,
Chevron, Singleline Integrated Wrecker, X-Boom, All Lighting
& Options. Still has warranty.

FORD CHASSIS NO START
90 F-450, 7.3 DSL, 5spd, P/W, P/D, P/S, A/C, (Battle Scars)

"As is where is", No Title. $1,800.

WRECKER WITH SNOW PLOW $6,500
87' F350, W/54K ORIGINAL MILES. 460 4 SPD w/ Power

angle Plow, New Tires, A/C, P/S, Chrome Wheels, Run Boards,

P/Bumper, Dollies, Single Cable Hydraullic & Wheel Lift.

$28,900 VERY CLEAN
00 CHEVY 6500, CAT 3126, Allison Auto, 184K Miles, New
Rubber, New Injectors, Loaded, Chevron 19" Steel Carrier &
Wheel Lift, All Lighting & Options.

CHEVRON TWIN LINE 84" C/A
92 F-450. Diesel, 5 SPD, XLT, Rubber 80%, 84" Chevron 408

Eight Ton Hyd & Wheel Lift, 60" C/A Body w/24" Tunnel Box,

(2) 9000 LB Planetary Winches, All Lighting & Options.

CHEVRON 4-CAR STEEL TOP RACK, 126" Long,

93.75" Wide, Sub Frame, (No Winch). $1,500

4-CAR ALUMINUM TOP RACK LIKE NEW 2005
CHEVRON SERIES 20. 4-car aluminum top rack. $ 1,850

Dan Depalma, Jr or Sr. at
EQUIPMENT SALES & SERVICE  

Bloomfield, NJ
(973) 743-7516 or (800) 243-7516

I PAY CASH FOR TANDEM AND SINGLE AXLE AIR BRAKE TOW TRUCKS,
Call Ken Malpocker 314-974-0282. E-Mail- ken@purposewrecker.com

HKA08nds424149

D i s c o u n t

PARTS
HHoollmmeess

CENTURYY && JERR-DANN PARTS!
Snatchblocks, dollies, cables,
straps, slings, lights, chains!

Hamman Engineering
(800) 337-2350

(731) 627-2231
www.zacklifts.com

Please Call

(800) 831-9299

DISTRIBUTORS WANTED

THE PARTS
WAREHOUSE
1-800-243-7516

CHEVRON • CENTURY
HOLMES • CHALLENGER

EAGLE • VULCAN
CHAMPION • DYNAMIC

Custom Chain Assortments

“We Specialize in Old and
Obsolete Parts”

All types of Lighting Products

WHELEN • FEDERAL • SIGNAL
UNITY • CODE III

WINCHES:
RAMSEY / BRADEN / WARN

www.zacklifts.com

1-800-337-2350
Hamman Engineering

•Cables
•Chains
•Straps
•Lights

•Slings
•Dollies
•Blocks
•Simulators

DISCOUNT PRICES!

Buyers are 
reading this.

Sellers: call 
877-219-7734

Sell your truck 
NOW!

Call 877-219-7734 

For More Information
Check Out: 

www.towcoop.com 
or Call 910-486-8928  

PRESENTS THE FOLLOWING
UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS.

WESWES WILBURNWILBURN
ConsultingConsulting

HD Towing &
Recovery Course

Findlay, OH 
Sept 13-14, 2008

HD Towing &
Recovery Course

Long Island, NY 
Sept 27-28 08

HD Towing &
Recovery Course

Wichita, KS 
Oct 11-12 2008

HD Towing &
Recovery Course

Las Vegas, NV 
Feb 5 2009

LD Towing &
Recovery Course

Las Vegas, NV 
Feb 7-8 2009

AATTENTION:TTENTION:
Serious RecoverySerious Recovery

OperatorsOperators
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1989 FLD FREIGHTLINER 94 CENTURY 5030 T , 400 cummins, 15
speed, all aluminum wheels, white with gray,blue, and maroon stripes,
42 inch sleeper, 690,000 miles approx. 1994 Cetury 5030 T, 8 sets of
forks, spring hangers, spade foot bads, chain hookups

2001 4700 IHC, DT-466 engine, 7 speed, air compressor, red
color, super clean, 163,000 miles approx. Alum. Wheels, 10 ton
Holmes 552, 15,000 lb winches, 2 tunnel boxes, truck tow bar,
6500 - 9000 wheel lift

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1991 INTERNATIONAL 9300 w/1990 35-TON CHALLENGER.
60" sleeper, 350 Cummins engine, Jake brake, 9-speed, air ride,
300" WB, 700,000 miles, virgin tires, rear 70%, front 90%, 3-stage
boom, 35-ton w/3-stage under reach, green color, hydraulic out-
riggers.

96 LANDOLL WITH 85 KENWORTH W-900, 3406 cat, 400 HP, 9
speed Fuller transmission, air ride, aluminum wheels, 3 - 150 gallon
aluminum tanks, wet line kit, LED lighting, 1996 48 ft. landoll 660
trailer, 35 ton, 20,000 lb winch, steel deck, virgin tires 90% approx.

WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

4 Wrecker International black air bags, 4 ft round, 2 starter
bags, recent newer compressor, all hose and control bank,

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

NEW 07 FREIGHTLINER, Glider Kit, N-14-400 Cummins, approximately
400,000 Miles. New Recon, 13 Speed Fuller Transmission, New Freightliner
46,000 rears with double lockers, New 20,000 lift axle. 07 Century 1060
Rotator SDU-3 Underreach 156 inches, weighs 5900 LB, Bus Bars.

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1991 KW T-800, N14 CUMMINS, MANUAL, 400 HP - 15
speed, Holmes 750  25 ton, extendable booms, 2002 ZAC 402, 2
Stage

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

2006 4400 IHC, DT -570 - 10 speed, 212,000 miles approx,
cloth seats, air driver seat, 4 car aluminum Chevron carrier, red
in color, 1 - 50" box, HP 320

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1977 FREIGHTLINER HOLMES 750 25 TON, 350 cummins, 13 speed w/4
speed brownie second transmission, 340000 miles approx. Hendrickson
suspension with timbren rubber locks, super cold AC, power steering, dual
exhaust, double framed, All aluminum wheels, llR-24.4 tires approx 50%,
Holmes 750 25 ton extendable booms, Zac 20 97" reach, remote control,
Bus bars, 4 sets of forks, spring hangers, 3 snatch blocks, jumper cables,

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1991 HOLMES. 25 ton Kirby Grant conversion, wrecker only, hyd
spades, zack 30 underlift, 2 spd Hy wiches, 5 sets of forks, 150
ft. cable, Buss Bars w/ extensions.

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1987 T600 KENWORTH 16 TON VULCAN - 300 HP, L-10 cum-
mins, 9 speed, Cold AC, 2 tanks, mileage 499432 approx, 16 ton
Vulcan 209" Wheel base, 136" CA, 2 stage wheel lift, simulators,
Whelan strobe light, hyd spades, southern truck no rust Good fuel

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

5TH WHEEL TRIPLE K WRECKER, 3 sets of forks, electric remote, elec-
tric hyd power pack, black color, 2 stage 80,000 lb tow rating 

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

2004 4300 IHC CENTURY 602 10 TON, DT 466, 215-230 HP, 6
speed, new white and blue paint, mileage 83411 approx., cassette, tilt,
Heated mirrows, electric windows and locks, new rear tires, front 70%
approx., wrecker, Truck tow bar, 6500-9000 wheellift, new straps,
chains, rackets, tow lights,

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1991 PETE -  series 60 detroit engine, 9 speed, air ride, alu-
minum wheels, AC cold, mileage 412002 approx. 221" wheel
base, 148" CA, double framed, 25 ton AATAC, hyd spades, 2
stage wheel lift, dual exhaust, super clean.

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

2003 KW-T600 MID ROOF, 12.7 Detroit, 430-470 HP, 10 speed, 545,000
miles approx, jake brake, 160 CA, 355 rear ratio, air ride, power windows, alu-
minum wheels 22.5   2 - 110 tanks, new 25 ton Jerrdan wireless remote,8
functions, bus bars, forks, chain hook ups, spring hangers, 5th wheel and ball
pental  hook ups, extra long under reach, dual controls,trailer light bar and cord.

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1999 PETE 378 CENTURY 1060 - 60 Ton, day cab, 460 cummins - N-
14, Miller spec chassis 13 speed, new tires, brakes, mufflers, All alu-
minum wheels, mileage 535887 approx. 315 wheelbase, 220 CA, w/new
55,000 wheellift New 3/4" cable, miller chain  package, bus bars, 7 sets
of forks, spring hangers, trailer light bar, rotator Beacon, 2 - wing rotators,

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1990 PETERBILT 378, 3406 cat, 425 HP, 263" WB, 13 speed, 4 transmis-
sion, jake brake, aluminum 22.5 wheels, 2 - 100 gallon fuel tanks, 42"
sleeper, Vulcan V 70 30ton wrecker, 2 - 25,000 lb winches, underlift 134"
long, Corded remote, Whelan 60" strobe light bar, 6 pairs axle forks and
extensions, spring hangers, chains, Recovery straps, pintle hitch, rear cam-
era, steel body, color white,

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

35 TON CHALLENGER

Price Reduced

2008 F450 USED 4X4 2005 CENTURY 602 10 TON - 4 door auto
diesel, 6000 miles approx, simulators, black color, XLT, 6500-9000
wheellift, 1 tunnel box, whelan strobe, 84 CA

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

1984 LTL 9000 FORD 1993 CENTURY 16 TON #3224, 400 Cummins
engine w/jake, 13 speed, 560,000 miles approx, 2 air seats, 2 chrome
stacks, Simulators, 33,000 GVW, 1990 -  ,2 16,000 lb winches 120 CA, 2
stage lift, 91" long, 12,000 extended, 24000 retracted, wire remote, 4 sets
of forks, 6,000 lb grids, chain receivers and chains, steel body, mechanical
Tilt, rotator light bar

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

10 Ton 
552 

Holmes

New 
25 Ton

Jerr-Dan 

45 Ton

Century

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

2005 KENWORTH, cummins 315 HP, 8.3 engine, 10 speed, air ride,
mileage 211105 approx., aluminum wheels, Chevron 4 car, alumium
28 ft bed, 2 - 50" boxes,

1995 FREIGHTLINER FL120 CENTURY 7035 35 TON, 350 cummins, 9
speed, air ride, mileage 255094 approx., white color, GVW 52,000 WB
340", 210 CB, 2-120 gallon tanks, triple frame, 22.5 tire size, aluminum
wheels, 2000 Century 7035 35 ton 2 stage boom, 35,000 winches plan-
tary, wheellift 125", wire remote, tow lights, frame forks,

2003 PETERBILT 379L New 2008 25 ton Jerrdan, 475 cat,
jake,13 speed, air ride, 355 rear ratio, 22.5 tires, all aluminum
wheels, 571,000 mileage approx. 322" WB, ,factory built, 5th
wheel, ball and pental hook up, Bus bars, extra long wheel lift
w/storage brackets, wireless remote,

1980 KW  C50 CONSTRUCTOR 1988 35 ton Challenger, 350 cummins,
10 speed, jake brake, AC color, 256 " WB, heavy suspension, 24" big tires,
Aluminum wheels, , 3 stage boom, 3 stage underreach with forks,

1995 WESTERN STAR 470 CAT 2002 ZACKLIFT 303 UNDERLIFT ,
15 speed over, air ride, tires size 24.5, 355 rear ratio, mileage 932,000
approx. inframe at 500,00   2002 Zack 30 underlift, 32,000 lift, 85,000
tow rating, bus bars, and extensions,3 Stage Underlift .

25 Ton

AATAC 

1992 PETE 379  325" WB, 360-400 HP  CENTURY 9055 50 TON,
Detroit, jake brake, cruise, air ride,411 rear ratio, front floatation tires, 85
MPH, 1997 Century 9055 50 ton plantary winches, 6 sets of forks, chain
receivers and chains, spring hangers, Risers, corded remote, 6 receover
straps, 3 snatch blocks, strobe bar, 10 LED side lights, 11R 24.5 tires,

60 Ton Rotator

New 2007 75 TNew 2007 75 Ton on 
Century Rotaor Century Rotaor 

2005 F650, air brake 11R - 22.5 tires 50%, 62,118 mileage
approx., cat engine, 6 speed, spring suspension, new white
paint, 12 ton JerrDan Wrecker, aluminum body, 108 CA, truck
tow bar, 10,000 lb winches, 6000 - 9000 lb lift, one set of forks.

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

Cecil Wilson, broker

205-956-2852
WWW.CECILWILSON.COM

50 Ton

Rotator

35 Ton

Century

08 

Jerr-Dan 

25 Ton

35 Ton

Challenger

Century 

602 

10 ton 

25 Ton

Jerr-Dan

Century

602 

10 Ton

12 Ton 

Jerr-Dan

Price

Reduced 

Holmes

750 

25 ton

Century 

1060 

60 Ton

30

Ton 

16 
Ton 

Vulcan 

25 

Ton 
Century 

16 Ton

2006 4300 IHC, DT - 230 HP, 6 speed, extended cab, red color,
air brakes, 47,000 miles approx. Aluminum wheels 22.5, 2 - 55
gallon tanks, new tires, 2 tunnel boxes, air driver seat, 12 ton
Chevron 12,000 lb winches, 6500 - 9000 wheel lift, truck tow bar,

NEW 2007 379 EXTENDED HOOD PETERBUILT 75 TON
CENTURY ROTATOR, 625 HP cat, 18 speed, factory spec truck,
dual frame, triaxle, 372” wheelbase, 211” CA, 62” flat top sleeper,
11R 24.5 tires, 16,000 mileage approx., lite blue color, new centu-
ry 75 ton rotator, 3 stage boom, 3 stage under reach 55,000 lb SDU
- 2 under reach, 135” reach, 3 - 50,000lb winches, 20” tunnel box.

Tri-Axle Aluminum Body

4x4 Automatic

Air Brakes

Hydraulic Spades

3 Stage Underlift

$6,000
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